20 FEB 2001
Cuba- Peace
CUBAN FM DERI DES HUMANI TARI AN | NTERVENTI ON CONCEPT

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- Cuban Foreign Mnister Felipe Perez
Roque today warned that the nobst serious threat to international peace and
security is the nuch-trunpeted concept of humanitarian intervention

"The concept is being inposed by powerful countries |led by the United
St at es agai nst under devel oped and devel opi ng countries. W oppose that," he
said during a lecture on "Cuba's Role in International Politics' organised
by the Institute of Dipl omacy and Foreign Rel ations, here.

He said human rights had beconme an ideol ogi cal weapon ainmed at i nposing
a new world order.

Speaki ng through an interpreter, he also reiterated the need for a
reformof the United Nations (UN) as well as the transformation of the
International Mnetary Fund (I M) and the Worl d Bank

"It is inperative to reformthe UN and denocratise its methods. It nust
be recogni sed that the UN now has four tines nore nmenbers than at its
i nception. W believe that the Security Council should be expanded,” he
sai d.

He al so said the right of people and countries to engage in devel opnent
nmust al so be recogni sed.

Roque described as "very positive" political relations betwen Havana
and Kual a Lunpur while in the economc field, both sides were just
"begi nning to know each ot her"

"Qur relations can be regarded as highly satisfactory in both fields.
At present, there is an ever-increasing interest of Milaysian investors in
i nportant sectors of the Cuban econony," he said.

The minister said during the proposed visit by President Fidel Castro
to Mal aysia sonetinmes this year, the Cuban | eader and Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad are expected to engage in tal ks about bil ateral
and international issues, including globalisation

He al so gave a | engthy background on the effects of the 39-year U S
trade bl ockade on Cuba.

Roque is on a three-day working visit to Ml aysia which started

yesterday. He will later visit Singapore, Vietnam China and Japan during a
t wo- week tour of Asia.
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