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Cuepacs- Sal ary
CUEPACS HOPES MATRI X SYSTEM W LL BE REPLACED BY NEXT YEAR

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 26 (Bernama) -- The Congress of Unions of Enployees
in the Public and Civil Services (Cuepacs) today expressed the hope that a
new systemto replace the matrix salary system under the SSB ( New
Renuneration Scheme) will be introduced early next year

Cuepacs President N. Siva Subranmani am said today that the congress had
been inforned by Public Services Departnent (PSD) Director-CGeneral Datuk
Jamal udi n Ahmad Damanhuri that a report on a revised system had been
conpl eted and woul d be submtted to the Prine M nister

Cuepacs was told of this during a nmeeting with the PSD Director-Cenera
two days ago, he told reporters at the Cuepacs headquarters here.

"This is a positive devel opnent and chances are very bright for civil
servants to get a replacenment for the matrix system which had been in force
since 1992," he said.

Cuepacs had submtted a nmenorandumon the matter to Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Sept 27 |ast year and following that the Prinme M nister
had directed the PSD to study it and prepare a report on it.

Siva said civil servants generally felt that the matrix salary system
was unfair in evaluating their work performance and that heads of
departnment did not have the skills to eval uate such performance.

He said if such feelings of dissatisfaction were not addressed,

i rresponsi bl e el ements woul d take advantage of this to sow hatred agai nst
t he governnment anong civil servants.

Cuepacs wanted a nore realistic salary system based on a single | ayer
system whi ch woul d anmong things stress on efficiency and workers'
productivity.

Siva said only five per cent of staff received diagonal and vertica
increments while others had to be satisfied with a horizontal raise.

An inprovenent on the matrix systemwas the main i ssue whi ch Cuepacs
had been chanpi oni ng apart from other SSB conponents such as | eave, working
hours, allowances, quarters and pension benefits.

The nmeeting was al so attended by the three National Joint Councils
(NJC) -- the NIC for the Professional and Managenent G oup, the NJC for
Sci ence and Technol ogy Support G oup and the NJC for Support G oup

He said the PSD had al so pledged to continue its study on the Cuepacs
proposal s pertaining to the status of the 20,000 tenporary staff, review of
al | owances, a five-day worki ng week and m ni mum wages and pensi ons.

"Cuepacs has assured the PSD that it will strive to resolve al
probl ens t hrough di al ogue and negotiations while the PSD assured us that
its doors are always open for discussion of public service issues,” Siva
added.
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