31 DEC 2001
Cuepacs-d arify
CUEPACS G VES CLARI FI CATI ON TO DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernama) -- Cuepacs, the unbrella union for public
sector enployees, has witten a letter to the Prime Mnister on its proposa
that the facility for nedical exam nation for civil servants reaching the age of
40, be extended to the support group.

Cuepacs secretary-general Abdul Rahman Manan, in a statenent here today,
said the congress clarified to Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad why the facility,
whi ch was now enjoyed by officers in the Managenent and Prof essional group
shoul d be given to the Support Goup I and 11

The letter dated Dec 31, 2001 al so expressed the hope that the government
could consider the matter i muedi ately.

The facility for nedical exam nation is provided according to Service
Crcular No. 20, 1969 dated Oct 28 and No. 5, 1996 dated March 26, 1976.

Accordi ng to Abdul Rahman, the proposal was carried by Cuepacs during the
Ninth Meeting of the National Joint Council (NJC) for General Wrkers in the
Support Goup on July 6 in Port Dickson

"Fol | owi ng the di scussions, the JPA (Public Service Departnent), Treasury
and Health Mnistry agreed to study the proposal to extend the facility for
medi cal exami nation to public service enployees in the support group

"However, to date Cuepacs has yet to receive a decision fromthe
governnent, " he said.

Meanwhil e, in a separate nedia statenent, Cuepacs described the proposal by
t he Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) that the governnent speed up the
process of absorbing nore than 800,000 civil servants into the Social Security
Organi sation's (Socso) Protection Schene as irrel evant.

The i ssue had been raised by MIUC president Senator Zai nal Ranpak.

Abdul Rahman said this was because the governnent had al ready agreed that
the existing Ex-Gratia Schene for public enpl oyees be upgraded so that it would
be simlar to the benefits provided under the Socso Schene.

He said the governnent had already inplenmented the new Ex-Gatia Schene
according to the Treasury Circular No. 7, 2001 and he urged civil servants
i nvol ved in accidents or wishing to nake clainms to refer to the circular
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