20/ 06/ 2001
Dai m not under any investigation, says Dr Mahathir

Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Tun Dai m Zai nuddin i s not under any investigation,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today, ending

wi despread runours that the former Finance M nister has been arrested or
pl aced under police investigation.

"He is not being investigated. Maybe they have asked hi m (questions),
don't know.

"Now that | amthe Mnister of Finance, | want to know nore details
about certain things. | do not know whether this is the reason why anybody
shoul d ask hi manything, but he nmet me yesterday, there is no problem" Dr
Mahat hir said when asked to commrent on runours that Dai m has been
i nvestigated and arrested.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said this at a Press conference held
after he briefed sel ected del egates attendi ng the 55th Umo general
assenbly at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre here.

Since his resignation as Finance Mnister and Umo treasurer on June 1
after a two-nonth | eave, Dai mhas been a persistent target of specul ation
and runours - that he had either been arrested or was called for
questioning (by the police).

Dr Mahathir said when Dai mnmet himyesterday, he (Daim said that he was
goi ng ahead with his resignation.

"He handed to nme all party accounts as he was no | onger party treasurer.
"You see ... there is no problem This is not the first tine he net ne.
He net me once before as there are certain details which he had to give ne

and brought all the files with him"

Di sm ssing any tension or hostility between himand Daim Dr Mhathir
said he was "not at war with Dainf. He al so denied there was any "issue"
bet ween t hem

"Daimissue? No ... There is no issue at all. He said he wanted to
resign and I gave himtwo nonths to think things over. Then he was of the
opi ni on that he needed to resign and he resigned.

"If he does not attend the Umo assenbly, it is not because he is no
| onger an Umo nenber, he is. It is just that he is no | onger the
treasurer but if he doesn't want to attend (the assenbly) that is his
busi ness.

"If he attends the assenbly, he will neet the Press and they all wll
ask hi m many t hi ngs.

"Yest erday when he cane (to neet nme), he ran fromthe Press.

On whet her the delay in announcing the new Fi nance M nister was because
he was having problens finding a replacenent, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes, that
is why | said | amstill looking for a suitable replacenent.

“I'f I can get one, then that will be fine but if | cannot, it is stil
all right as | amnow shoul dering the work of the Finance M nister.

"I'f there is problem anybody who does not receive any noney ... | have
to sign every docunent ... read every docunent," Dr Mahathir said
j oki ngly.
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