24/ 04/ 2001

Dai mraps nedia for specul ati ng about his | eave

FI NANCE M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, whose two-nonth | eave has been front-
paged by nost if not all of the country's newspapers, took the nediato
task yesterday for their "boundl ess enthusiasnt for specul ation

"I could sense a certain buzz inthe air as the press is again on the
curiosity streak. | hope this inportant Corporate Governance conference
wi Il not be obscured by the boundl ess ent husi asmof the press to di scuss
the matter of ny |eave afterwards.

"I woul d not be able to partake in the usual exercise of responding to
rapid-fire questions with my friends in the media, struggling to make
nysel f heard am d the din and confusi on.

"l amactually going straight to Parlianent (for the tabling of the
Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamed), "
he tol d participants of the International Conference on Corporate
Governance - From Conformance to Performance i n Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

But the press, not unexpectedly, did not or would not |isten.

Athrong of reporters waited i n anbush at the Parlianent | obby precisely
to shoot "rapid-fire questions" at himas he was | eaving after the tabling
of the Pl an.

"I amon | eave," Dai mprotested

Asked whether this was the right time to take tinme off fromhis
m ni sterial duties, he said:

"Why? AmI| not entitled to take | eave. It's (economnmic situation) just a
sl owdown. "

News of his two-nonth break has fuelled talk that the Finance M nister-
cum Umo treasurer may be quitting the Cabinet.

Later, asked by reporters why Dai mwas in Parlianment when he is on
| eave, Dr Mahathir qui pped: "Maybe he wants to listen to nmy speech.”

Earlier at the corporate governance conference, Dai mal so noted the
medi a' s predi spositionto junp to conclusions and to criticise.

"Allowne to register a small, harm ess conpl ai nt. Wen we went about
ef fecting the changes at Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, Asian Wall Street Journa
took offence,” he said in reference to the changes inplenmented by the
Governnent to the top nanagenent of the national utility.

"Substantial articles were witten on the alleged attenpt by the
M ni ster of Finance to instal his so-called cronies. Wrse, it seened that

the changes illustrated a certain rift.
"The acid irony is the clamur for such changes originated fromthe
mar ket. | suppose governnents are not supposed to vent our frustrations.

"W are expected to be stoic and duly absorb the punishnent."

As for the perceived poor standard of corporate governance i n Ml aysi a,
Dai m sai d:

"I'f there were any truth at all to the shocking allegation that the
Mal aysi an nedia is conpliant, they would have surely splashed news on t he
arrests and the charging (of certain individuals), for it would be good
for the country.

"The truth of the matter is there is nothing new or newsy about
Mal aysi an authorities prosecuting wong-doers for offences related to
fraud, corruption, market mani pul ation."

( END)
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