27/ 04/ 2001
Daim |I'mon leave to clear up files
SUNGAI PETANI, Thurs. - Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n said his two-

month | eave fromoffice woul d enable himto excuse hinsel f from meetings
and clear up files on devel opnment projects.

"I"'mon leave ... the econony has sl owed down again. | still conme to
work as | have to catch up with the files ... if I (have to) attend
meetings all the time, I'lIl have no time to clear the files.

"l1've to nake sure there are economc activities in this country but if
the files on ny table do not nove then there'll be no projects on the
ground, " he said.

It was reported that Daimstill goes to his office in Putrajaya daily to

check on inportant docunents after going on | eave

Dai Ms | eave has becone a subject of speculation pronpting nmany quarters
to suggest that it was a prelude to his resignation.

However, Daimsaid people persisted in believing all kinds of runours
because it had beconme a culture in the country.

"It's the culture here ... we say don't spread or believe runours but
peopl e still do.

"The nore we answer, the nore they twist it and say it's true ... that's
why it's better to ignore.”

Asked why his | eave had been turned into an issue, Daimsaid: "It's
because peopl e have nothing else to do ... nothing else to get excited
about, so they get excited about my | eave.

"The (stock) market is down ...(it's) very dull and needs sone

excitenent so they find this fellow going on | eave and decide to create
sonme news."

On Qpposition criticismthat he had been irresponsi ble by going on | eave
at a tine when the econonmy was down, Dai msaid he was not answerable to
them

Daim who is also Merbok Menber of Parlianent, was speaking after
attending a cerenony to honour 12 Umo veterans here in conjunction with
Umo' s 55t h anni versary cel ebrati ons.

On anot her topic, Dai msaid he was not concerned about books witten
about himor other Umo | eaders in the run-up to the party's genera
assenbly in June.

"This has becone an Umo culture ... (they) like to gossip, wite poison
pen |l etters and books.

"During the assenbly, sales of such book are good and seasonal witers
take this opportunity.

"They'll write (books) if there is someone who wants to finance them..
| won't be surprised if this is also the case this tine," he said.

When told there was already a book, titled Diam D am Dai m about him
being sold, Daimsaid: "It's all right, |I've not seen the book and |'ve no
coment .

"This is a free country and anyone who wants to wite a book can do so
as long as he doesn't break any | aw. "

On books that attacked himpersonally, Daimsaid it was nothing new as
all kinds of things had been witten about hi mworl dw de.

"I't's normal, the Malays like this kind of stories but it doesn't affect
me as | don't read such books."

On the fact that such books had put an end to the careers of many, Daim
sai d:



"It's okay ... well, unless people are being unwi se and get influenced
by this kind of things.

"Otherwi se there's no problem™”

On the proposal to bar the very rich fromcontesting for Umo posts,
Daimsaid it didn't concern himas he had never contested any position in
the party.

Meanwhi | e, Umo Yout h head Dat uk H shamuddi n Hussein said in Kual a
Lunpur Dai m had assured the novenent that he had not sent any resignation
letter to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

Hi shamuddi n said Dai mhad said this after receiving a courtesy call
fromthe novenent's executive nenbers | ast night.
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