02 JUN 2001
Dai m Resi gnhati on (Reacti on)
DAIM S CABI NET COLLEAGUES, POLI TI Cl ANS VALUE H S SERVI CES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 2 (Bernama) -- Cabinet Mnisters and politicians
said they val ued and appreciated the services of Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n whose
resi gnati on as Fi nance M nister was announced by the Prinme M nister today.

They said he had contributed in no small mneasure to the devel opnent of
t he Mal aysi an econony.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said he had seen for
hinsel f Daim s contributions towards overcom ng the econonic recession in
1986 and the nore recent economnic sl owdown.

The nmeasures he took and the help he offered to the Prine Mnister in
setting up the National Econom c Action Council (NEAC) had placed the
Mal aysi an econony on a stronger footing, he told Bernana when cont act ed.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today di scl osed that he had accepted
Dai M s resignation which came into effect yesterday.

The Prime Mnister's confirmation of Daimis resignation has nail ed
nmount i ng specul ati on about the Finance Mnister's future in the Governnent
since he went on two nonths' |eave on April 1.

"We hope Tun Dai m can continue serving Umo and the country," said
Najib who is Umo Vice President.

Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S.Sanmy Vellu described Daimls decision to
| eave office as a loss to the nation

"I feel saddened by his resignation ... he is a very capabl e Finance
M nister...he knows A to Z of the Ml aysi an econony and has given his very
best to the nation....his resignation is a loss to the country," he said
when cont act ed.

Tun Dai m knew t he country's econony "like the back of his hand" and

hel ped save it during testing tinmes, Sany Vellu said.

In thanking Daimfor his help and services, Sany Vellu who is the MC
President said,” Tun Daimis a people's man...he has always taken into
consi deration the feelings of the people before announci ng any policy
deci sion."

Umo Vi ce-President Tan Sri Mihammad Haji Muhammad Taib said the
country would m ss the services of a highly capable Finance Mnister and an
abl e economi st.

"When | was the Selangor Menteri Besar in the 1980s, Tun Dai m gave nuch
hel p in devel oping the state's econony,"” he said when contact ed.

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) President Zainal Ranpak said the
wor kers novenent w shed to express its regret over Daims resignation at a
ti me when the econony was sl uggi sh.

"I amconfident that the Prime Mnister will find a high calibre
repl acenent to enabl e snpboth econonic recovery,” he said.

Peopl es Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas said Daims
resignation was a loss to the nation

"We are shocked by the news...his departure fromthe cabinet is a |oss
...we can only wish himthe best," he said when contacted today.

"Daimis the unsung hero who saved the country fromfurther economc
turnoil during the regional economc crisis.”

Kayveas, who is Deputy Housing and Local Government Mnister said,"”
Daimis also close to the people and understands their woes when
formul ati ng econom c policies which directly affect the rakyat."

PAS President Datuk Fadzil Noor said Daims resignation did not cone as
a surprise to him"for even during his two-nonth | eave he was in his office



clearing his files."

Puteri Umo Protem head Azalina O hman said Daims resignation was a
big | oss.

"Puteri Umo wi shes to express its thanks to the Tun for his views and
advi ce and we hope the Tun will continue to nmake available his views," she
sai d.

Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Ali Rustam said he was shocked by the
resi gnati on.

"W will miss the services of an able Finance Mnister," he said when
cont act ed.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatimsaid
Dai ms decision to resign should be respected.

"It is his wish but it is appropriate to record the nation's highest
appreciation for his contributions towards national finance," he said when
cont act ed by Ber nanma.

Dr Rais was confident that Dai mwould continue to serve the nation even
after |eaving the Cabinet.

In ALOR SETAR, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said
Dai m had contri buted much to the devel opnent of the state as Finance
M ni ster.

He said Dai mas | eader from Kedah understood and supported the needs of
the state and government. Tun Daimis the MP for Merbok.
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