23/ 05/ 2001
Daim Still too early for ne to decide on position in Cabinet

Ei r mal asar e Bani

TUN Dai m Zai nuddi n remai ns non-conmi ttal about his positionin the

Cabi net, saying that it is too early for himto deci de whether to quit or
remai n as Fi nance M nister.

"It istoo early to decide ... | amstill resting,” he told reporters
after delivering a keynote address at the Asia Pacific G oup on Mney
Laundering's fourth annual neeting i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Asked what his decision will depend on, Daimsaid: "It will depend on
ne. "

He refused to say whether he is extending his two-nmonth | eave. "I do not
know yet. | better go and do my work now, " he said.

On whether he will be attendi ng the Umo general assenbly on June 20, he
said: "That is along tine (to decide)."

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad announced | ast nmont h t hat
Dai mwas t aki ng two nont hs' | eave, whi ch sparked runours that the Fi nance
M ni ster woul d be | eavi ng t he Cabi net.

Dr Mahathir |ater stressed that Dai mwas not resigning and neither did
he express any intention of retiring.

Dai mstill goes to his office to go through docunents and letters, and
continues to attend official engagenents.

However, Dai mis not attendi ng Cabi net neetings during his |eave.
Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Dat uk Mohamed Nazri Abdul Azi z,
previously a deputy finance mnister, is representing Dai min the Cabinet.
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