24/ 04/ 2001
Daim | nerely wanted to take a break by going on | eave

Ai non Mohd; Abdul Razak Ahmad
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, responding to
what he described as a "curiosity streak" of the Press about him said
today his decision to go on a two-nonth | eave was nerely to take a break.

"I amon leave," he told reporters at the Parlianent |obby in response
to a question on whet her he was | eaving the Cabinet.

Asked about his health, Daimsaid: "I amfine, alhandulillah ... | just
want to rest."

He had earlier attended Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad' s
presentation of the Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an.

Asked for reasons for his |eave, he said : "Wiy? Am| not entitled to ny
| eave?"

Earlier, as Daimentered the House and wal ked towards his seat, BN
backbenchers thunped their table as a sign of welconme to the Merbok MP

Dai mMs | eave becane a subject of speculation, pronpting nany quarters to
suggest that the long | eave was a prelude to his resignation fromthe
Cabi net post.

It was reported Daimwas still going to his office in Putrajaya daily to
check i nmportant docunents.

Last week, Dr Mahathir deni ed having a ni sunderstanding with Dai m

On whether it was appropriate for himto take | eave under the country's

current economc situation, Daimsaid: "It is just a slowdown."

He said he woul d not go abroad during his | eave, except to attend the
Asi an Devel opnent Bank neeting (schedul ed i n Honol ul u, Hawaii, next
nont h) .

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahat hir was al so asked today if there was a rift between
hi m and Dai m

"I have just fought with him" he quipped to | aughter of those present
at a Press conference at the Parliament | obby after he presented the
Ei ght h Mal aysi a Pl an.

"That's why he cane to listen to nmy voice (presentation) just now, " Dr
Mahat hir added, referring to Daim s presence in Parlianent.

"I don't know why he cane since he is on a holiday, but he seenms to want
tolisten to nmy speech ... like others ... like you people who al so want
to listen.”

Before going to Parlianment this norning, Daimattended the International
Conf erence on Corporate Governance at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel.

In his speech at the conference, Daimdrew the attention of participants
to specul ati on about his position, saying that he could sense a "certain
buzz" in the air as the Press was once on its "curiosity streak"

"I hope this inmportant corporate governance conference will not be
obscured by the boundl ess ent husiasmof the Press to discuss the matter of
nmy | eave afterwards," Daimsaid. "I will not be able to partake of the
usual exercise of responding to rapid-fire questions with ny friends in
the nedia, struggling to nake nyself heard ami d the din and confusion."
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