19/ 12/ 2001

DAP chi ef deni es making polls prediction

PENANG, Tues. - DAP national chairman LimKit Siang has deni ed news
reports quoting himas having predicted that a snap el ection could be
cal | ed next year.

Limsaid the media quoted Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
as having said at his Hari Raya open house that the Barisan Nasi ona
Governnent woul d not call for a snap general election just because it was
in a good position to wn.

Li msai d he had been nentioned as anbong the Qpposition | eaders who had
predicted a snap el ection soon. "For the record, | wish to clarify that
never predicted that general election would be held next year. | have
al ways been of the view that the election would nost likely be held in
about 18 nmonths' tine, in 2003," he added.

Li msaid that was why he had urged the DAP, following its w thdrawal
fromthe Barisan Alternatif, "to fornulate and i npl enent an 18-nonth
action plan to prepare for the next polls in md-2003".

"I have held to the view that the next general election would be in 2003
al though | conceded that there was increasing specul ation el ection could
be hel d next year," said Lim

In Alor Star, Pas Youth chief Mahfuz Onmar told Bernama he was confi dent
that BN would call for an early general election

"The election is expected to be held at the end of next year or in early
2003 at the latest," he said at his Hari Raya open house here.
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