08/ 10/ 2001
DAP goes back to the drawi ng board

Audr ey Der mawan
PENANG, Sun. - The DAP will go back to the draw ng board to prepare for
the general election, its national chairman LimKit Siang said today.

Limsaid the party would formul ate and i npl emrent an 18-nmonth action plan
in preparation for the general election.

He, however, did not el aborate.

"Now that the DAP is on its own, the party has to go back to the draw ng
board,” Limsaid at the State DAP Conventi on 2001

He said it was certain that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad woul d be | eadi ng the Barisan Nasional into the general election
for the sixth tine.

"But it is most unlikely that the general election will be held in
2004," he said.

Al so present at the convention was State DAP chai rman Chow Kon Yeow, who
said the party's decision to withdraw fromthe Alternative Front was well -
recei ved i n Penang.

"Thi s opens up opportunities for the party to regain the people's
support," Chow sai d.

He added the general election was only two to three years away and DAP
must start preparing for it.

"It is not going to be an easy task. Al party nmenbers nust stay united
and be commtted to the party's struggle.

"By doing so, | amconfident that the party is set toregainits
rightful position in the Ml aysian politics," he said.

Chow added the State DAP had been an effective watchdog, exposing the
weaknesses of the governnment adnministration and earning the people's
respect in the process.

He said there was no question of the DAP's relevance in Malaysia's
denocracy, as "we are still a voice of conscience agai nst the powerful
Gover nnment ".

Earlier, Limsaid the recent Sarawak el ection should be a | esson to
opposi tion parti es.

It should make themrealise that the path to break the BN s politica
hegenony and restore justice, freedom denocracy and good governance was
| ong, hard and rocky.

"It serves no purpose for the Opposition to point the finger at anyone
over the BN s landslide victory in Sarawak," he sai d.

Li msaid those who blaned the DAP's pullout for the Opposition's defeat
shoul d take a hard | ook at the el ection results.

Sone had said that if the Alternative Front had been fully united and
the DAP had not pulled out, the Opposition would have won nore seats.

"I't would be nore hel pful to find out the reasons for the huge
maj orities acquired by Parti Pesaka Buni putera Bersatu (a conponent party
in the Sarawak BN) candi dates than to point the finger at the DAP, when
thisis irrelevant to the election results," he added.
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