28/ 12/ 2001

DAP wel comes PM s remarks on unity

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The DAP today wel comed Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s assertion that the 60,000 Mal ay pupils in national-type
Chi nese primary schools will not hanper national unity.

Secretary-general Kerk KimHock said he agreed with Dr Mahathir's
statenment that these students (in such school s) enhanced under st andi ng
bet ween Mal ay and Chi nese pupil s.

Kerk, who is Menmber of Parlianment for Kota Mel aka, said the Prine
Mnister's remarks served as a strong rebuttal to those calling for a
si ngl e-1ingual school system

Kerk urged all Ml aysians to be on guard agai nst the pronotion of such
Vi ews.

Dr Mahathir had stated on Monday that racial integration would not be
affected by the fact that many Mal ay pupils were studying in national -type
Chi nese primary school s.

DAP National Chairman LimKit Siang said the Governnent's recognition
and appreciation of the nation-building role of Chinese prinmary schools
shoul d be an integral part of Governnent policy and allocations.

Such recognition should be given at all tines and not just before an
i mportant by-el ection.

Limcited exanpl es of Dr Mahathir and other Barisan Nasional |eaders who
had prai sed the contributions of Chinese primary schools just before the
Novenber 1999 general el ections.
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