15/ 12/ 2001
DAP consi deri ng new front

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The DAP is now |l ooking into the possibility of
forming a newfront with forner partners Parti Keadilan Nasional and Parti
Rakyat Mal aysi a.

DAP chairman LimKit Siang said the party was al so prepared to work with
other political forces to "defend the Constitution and strengthen
political and religious noderates in the country"”.

Limsaid this in his speech to Mal aysi an students at the London Schoo
of Economics in London on Wednesday.

A copy of his speech was posted on the party's honepage.

He clained that the Sept 11 attacks on the United States had given Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad two trunp cards - to conduct an
anti-terror election canpaign and create fear over the Pas formati on of an
Islamic State.

"This was reinforced by Pas' call for jihad over the US air strikes
agai nst Af ghani stan and the party's association with the overthrown
Tal i ban regi ne," he said.

Limclained that Dr Mahathir would "exploit" these factors to the
advant age of Umo and the Barisan Nasional, to the detrinent of the
Opposi tion.

"It is up to Keadilan, PRMand other political forces in the country to
decide if they want to join the DAP to protect and pronote a denocrati c,
secular, nmulti-religious, tolerant and progressive Ml aysia, with |Islamas
the official religion," said Lim

Meanwhi |l e, party secretary-general Kerk Ki mHock, when contacted today,
said that there had been nunerous suggestions frominside and outside the
party for the DAP to forma new opposition front.

"This was especially so during the height of the Islanmic State issue
with Pas,"” he said, adding that there had al so been proposals to rope in
Parti Bersatu Sabah.

However, he said though the proposal was worth exploring, especially
consi dering the chall enges the opposition is expected to face in the next
general election, there was no serious discussion on it.
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