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Mahat hi r - PAS
DECEI T BY PAS LEADERS REASON FOR UWNO S OPPCSI Tl ON AGAI NST PAS, SAYS PM

GQUA MUSANG, April 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the reason for his strong opposition agai nst PAS
now is the efforts of PAS | eaders who attenpt to thwart the progress of
Muslinms in the country through actions which are contrary to Islanmc
t eachi ngs.

He said that PAS was actually not an Islamc party as clainmed by its
| eaders but a party responsible for underm ning the struggles of Mislins.

"They (PAS | eaders) are doing things against the teachings of Islam but
they are still able to deceive the PAS followers to the extent that they
continue to give their support.

"However much we explain to the PAS foll owers, they keep saying the
same thing...that they (PAS | eaders) are right, they are Islamc. Actually
t hey have strayed fromlslam in fact underm ned the struggles of Mislins,
he told a news conference after opening the Gua Musang Umo division's
del egates neeting here.

Al so present were Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who was returned unopposed
as head of the division, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and
Umo information chief Datuk Mistapa Mhaned, who is Kel antan Umo |i ai son
chi ef.

Dr Mahathir said that he had frequently repeated his statements on the
deceptions of PAS to nmake the people aware of the wile tactics of the
opposition party.

"Such matters have to be voiced out...if we were to keep quiet, they
wi || succeed even further. At least | hope that Umo nmenbers will not be
drawn (to it). As for PAS nmenbers who are obsessed with PAS, let them W
just cannot change them but Umo nenbers shoul d never be deceived by PAS
argunent, " he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, also refuted allegations that his
criticisnms of PAS could affect efforts towards Malay unity which al so
requi res the cooperation of PAS

He said that the issue of unity only related to the interests of the
Mal ays who were menbers of both parties while in other unrel ated areas, PAS
and Umo were still rivals.

"They (PAS nenbers) are Malays, we are also Malays...so therefore in
this matter (Malay unity) we can unite, not uniting to the extent of
becom ng one body but united only in making a stand. That is why |'ve said,
we can still continue to be rivals with PAS and PAS can conti nue to be
rivals with us,"” he said.

He also said that in the effort to attain Malay unity, PAS was stil
adopting its opposition against Umo and hol ding "100" ceranah a day al
over the place to run down Umo including hurling abuses agai nst Umo
| eaders and even prepared to | abel himas "Firaun" (Pharaoh).

Asked to comment on Tengku Razal eigh's call in his speech that he
shoul d continue to | ead the country, Dr Mahathir said with a smle: "I
woul d I'ike to say thank you. | amalready old, should have retired. But if
I"mrequired to work, 1'Il work. Sometinmes you work till you drop dead"

In his speech at the opening of the neeting, Tengku Razal ei gh called on
Dr Mahathir to review the quota systemrequiring candi dates to obtain
sufficient nom nations fromthe branches to be eligible to contest for
posts in the divisions.

According to Tengku Razal ei gh, this was one of the reasons for noney



politics whereby only those with noney could contest for posts resulting in
t he younger generation to stay away from Umo.

To this, the prinme mnister responded: "Presently, | can only say I
will look into the matter. | amprepared to exam ne every view, see how we
can nmake things better for Ummo".

Umo's requirenent is that for divisions with fewer than 150 branches,
those intending to contest for the post of division chief should obtain 20
per cent of nominations fromthe branches, for the post of deputy head 15
per cent and vice head 10 per cent.

For divisions with nore than 150 branches, the candi dates contesting
for the post of head of division should secure a mninumof 30 nom nations,
t he deputy head 20 nomi nations and the vice head 10 nom nati ons.

Asked on the strategy to enable Umo to recapture Kelantan from PAS in
the next general election, the prime mnister said that nore effort would
have to be nmade by Kel antan Umo.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said that PAS failure in
ef fectively devel opi ng and ruling Kel antan even though it had been in power
since 1990 should provide a |l esson to the people in the country.

He said that PAS, now in power in Kelantan and Terengganu, was
responsi ble for the failure of the process of devel opment in Kel antan
during its rule, resulting in Kelantan being one of the states left far
behind in the various aspects conpared to the other states.

"PAS | eaders are certainly good in religious rituals...but in ternms of
adm ni stering the state they have no expertise. |Is PAS capabl e of
devel opi ng Kel antan?,"” he said.

In his one-hour speech of which 80 per cent was devoted to the
criticismof PAS, the prine mnister explained how PAS had caused Musli s
in the country to be detracted, resorted to dirty tactics to instigate and
instil anger of the people towards the Barisan Nasional and Umo,

i ndiscrimnately labelling Umo nenbers as infidels and the reason for the
di sunity of the Muslinms in the country.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed regret that PAS was still inciting and
di sturbing students in local universities as well as |local students in
foreign universities and disrupting efforts of the federal government to
produce nore Mal ay professional s.

"We (the governnent) are trying to provide know edge to our children
but PAS distracts themw th clainms that these (know edge obtained in
universities) are all secular and the attracting the students to becone the
tools of PAS," he said.

He said that the actions by PAS had affected the students
concentration in acquiring know edge and caused a | arge nunmber of Mal ay
students to fail to obtain good results to conpete with non-Mlay students.

Dr Mahathir was warmy greeted by sone 5,000 residents including the
Orang Asli during the visit, his first to Kel antan since the 1999 genera
election and the first to the district in 10 years.

In conjunction with the visit, the prime mnister was presented with a
nmouse deer by the GQua Miusang residents.
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