21/ 05/ 2001

Decision to guard interests of party nenbers

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - Angkatan Keadi |l an Rakyat (Akar) president Datuk
Pandi kar Amin Mulia said the decision to disband the party was to protect
the interest of its nmenbers and to answer the call of Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mharmad to unite.

He said his decision was supported by nenbers of the party's suprene
council at an energency neeting yesterday after considering the future of
the party.

Speaki ng at a gathering to announce the dissolution of the party,

Pandi kar, who is Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment, said Akar
had faced many hurdles since it was formed 12 years ago, but recent
devel oprents in State politics did not augur well for the party.

Maki ng an indirect reference to the rotation systemof the Sabah Chi ef
M ni stership, he portrayed hinself as the captain and Akar the ship, which
had been tossed and turned by changes in "w nd" directions every two years
si nce 1994.

"W do not know where the wi nd woul d bl ow next and before Akar sinks to
the bottomof the ocean, it is better we nove our precious cargo to a
| arger and safer ship (Umo) that is equi pped with nodern equi prent and
has an experienced and skilled captain," said Pandi kar.

Wth "cargo", he neant the 30,000 nenbers fromthree main communities -
the Muslim Bumi putera, non-MislimBuni putera and the non-Bumi putera - who
made up the party.

Pandi kar sai d the decision of Akar nenbers to join Umo en nmasse was
uncondi tional and they had chosen the party because it was the backbone of
t he Bari san Nasi onal Governnent and Umo woul d al ways be rel evant, despite
changes in the | eadership.

However, he said, Akar would not stop its nenbers fromjoi ni ng ot her
conmponent parties in the State.

Pandi kar said the Prinme Mnister's call to unite was clearly seen in his
efforts to hold talks with Pas to discuss the deterioration of Malay unity
in the country.

"Therefore, Akar has decided to rise to this challenge with sincerity
t hrough the dissolution of the party and by applying to join Umo to
strengthen unity," he said.

( END)
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