29 SEP 2001
Mahat hir-Terrorists
DECI SI ON TO USE | SA ON EXTREM STS PROVEN Rl GHT, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 29 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that the government's decision to use the
Internal Security Act (ISA) on extrem sts has proven to be right as other
countries are carrying out simlar action follow ng the Sept 11 terrori st
attacks in the United States.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had experience in dealing with terrorists 42
years ago, against the comunist guerrillas, |Iong before the terrorist
attacks in the US

"When we use the ISA to stop the terrorists, we were cursed as
undenocratic, unjust and all that, but now they are doi ng exactly what we
are doing," he told reporters after opening the 30th Gerakan del egat es’
conference here.

"So, in a way, we are a hub in dealing with terrorists,
j oki ngly.

The terrorist attacks on the Wrld Trade Centre in New York and the
Pent agon in Washington | eft sonme 6,300 people m ssing and presuned dead.

The Prime Mnister was al so asked about a project given to Qrar bin
Laden, the brother of US prine suspect in the terrorist attacks Osana bin
Laden, during the construction of the KL International Airport (KLIA).

He said that Qrar was a busi nessman involved not only in the KLIA
project but also the prawn project in Kerpan, Kedah, before it was taken
over by a government conpany.

He was al so involved in building nosques in Mecca and Medi na, he said.

"They have many children (in the famly), 50 over children because they
practise polygany. Just because a nenber of the famly is a terrorist, that
doesn't nmean the whole fanmily are terrorists,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Omar and other travellers were al ways wel coned to
Mal aysi a unl ess they were on the authorities' black Iist and had conmtted
crimnal acts here or have extradition procedures agai nst them

"Even if their nanes are bin Laden, they can still conme through,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir, however, lamented that several countries including in Asia
had been singling out travellers with Arabic or Mal ay nanes.

He said that many Mal ays travelling in foreign airlines had been
subjected to a lot of questioning by the authorities as their names have
the "bin", simlar to the Arabs.

"Li ke Mahat hir bin Mhamad, so they think bin Mohamad is a relative of
(Csama) bin Laden," said the Prime Mnister.

On Umo adopting a nore multicultural front, Dr Mahathir said that the
Mal ay- based party had initiated the nove as was evident by the presence of
anong ot hers, Chinese and Christians, in Umo.

"A Christian priest, John Gnhani, has made a speech in Umo," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that the nove towards
multiculturalismin Umo nust be inplenented slowy and gradually as people
do not easily forget their ethnic origins.

he said,

"When you want to do sonmething, you want to |l ead and still have people
following you. But if you lead too fast and you'll |ook behind, there is
nobody followi ng you. It is a slow process,” he said.
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