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Decl arati on on Al DS endor sed

Ashraf Abdul I ah

ASEAN | eaders yesterday endorsed the Seventh Asean Sunmit Decl arati on on
H V/ Acqui red | rmune Defici ency Syndrome, calling for stronger regional co-
operation to conbat the spread of the di sease and greater regional

col | aboration to make affordabl e drugs nore accessi ble to people |iving
with Aids.

They al so cal |l ed on nenber states to nake the fight against H V/ AIDS a
national priority and for greater efforts to establish an accesible G oba
HI V/ Al DS f und.

The | eaders al so agreed to reduce the vul nerability of nobile population
to HV infections and to provide themwi th care, treatnent and
i nformati on.

They al so call ed on Asean nenbers to collaborate in areas |ike effective
preventi on of sexual transm ssion of HV, sexually transmtted di seases
(STDs) and risk behaviours, treatnent care and support for people living
with and affected by H 'V and prevention of nother to child transm ssion.

Recognising that at least 1.7 mllion people are living with HV in
Sout heast Asia, the | eaders al so agreed to strengthen regional co-
ordi nati on anbng agenci es worki ng with yout hs.

The declaration said the | eaders agreed to consi der the H V/ Al DS
epidemic as a national priority and to integrate its prevention, care,
treatnent and mtigation priorities in the mainstream of nationa
devel opnent pl ans.

They will also pronpte the creation of a positive environnent in
confronting stigm, silence, denial, elimnation of discrimnation,
addressing the prevention, treatnent, care and support of those in the
vul nerabl e groups and people at risks, particularly young peopl e and
woren.

The proposal for Asean | eaders to discuss the H V/ Al DS epideni ¢ was nade
by Mal aysi a.

Under an agreement reached at their summit in Singapore |ast year, the
| eaders convened a session on H V/ AIDS to consi der an Asean Wrk Programme
inthis area

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanad made the proposal at the
Fifth International Congress on Aids in Asia and the Pacific (I CAAP) in
Kual a Lunpur in October 1999.

The primary objective of the session on HHV/AIDSis to nobilise
solidarity and political support to make H V/ AIDS a national priority and
col l aborate on inter-country/cross-border issues and exchange of technica
experti se.

The decl aration al so acknow edged that prevention, treatnent, care and
support for those infected by HHV/AIDS are nutual ly rei nforcing el enents
that nmust be integrated in a conprehensive approach to conbat the
epi dem c.

The | eaders al so agreed to intensify and strengthen nultisectoral co-
operation involving all devel opnment mnistries, non-governnent al
organi sati ons, the business sector, nedia, comrmunity-based organi sati os,
religious |eaders, famlies, citizens as well as people infected or
af fected by H V/ Al DS.

Inter-mnisterial collaboration at the national and international |evels
will also be intensified to conbat the epidenic.

In Asean countries, H VVAIDS was first recorded in the early 1980s and



has continued to spread at varying rates. By the end of 1999 there were an
estimated 1.63 nmillion people living with HHV/AIDS in the Asean region.
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