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Deepaval i - Cel ebrati on
DEEPAVALI 2001 DO MODERATE BUT JOYOUS W TH TRADI TI ONAL OPEN HOUSE

By: Zul kefli Salleh

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 14 (Bernama) -- Deepavali or the Festival of Lights
this year is being celebrated by Malaysia's H ndu comunity on a noderate
scal e across the country but no | ess joyous than in previous years.

The cel ebration of "victory of good over evil" was nmade nerrier with
visits to the open house which is now a tradition anong Mal aysia's
mul ti-ethnic society.

This tradition has seen people of various races and religions visiting
t heir nei ghours, coll eagues, workmates and not to nention the |eaders of
the various conmunities cel ebrating the occasion.

Evengt hough gl oom had settled over the world follow ng the Sept 11
terrorist attacks on the United States and the consequent US led allied
coalition strikes on Afghanistan, still joy was on the faces of H ndus and
ot her Mal aysians at the Deepavali open house. The public holiday today
enabl ed many to call at the open house.

The mass nedia particularly the electronic nedia, |like in previous
years, has been giving wi de coverage since early this norning to the "open
house" in line with the Barisan Nasional Government's policy of pronoting
this concept to foster unity anong the races.

The governnent realised that such unity was vital anong the people of a
multiracial country |like Malaysia to ensure the nation's continued peace
and stability.

The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali have al ways been exenplary in the practise of this
tradition. This norning they called at the open house of MC President and
Wrks M nister Datuk Seri S.Samy Vellu at the Sekol ah Menengah Chung Hwa,
Jal an | poh, here.

The Prime Mnister and Dr Siti Hasmah al so called at the open house of
Deputy M nister of Donmestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Datuk S. Subramani am
who is also MC Deputy President, at the Dewan Sivik, Jalan Yong Shook Lin,
Pet al i ng Jaya.

In 1 POH, Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali and his
wife Datin Seri Kamariah Mkhri called at the open house of Perak State
Executive Councillor for Unity and Consuner Affairs Datuk G Rajoo.

Al so present were state executive councillors and senior governnent
of ficers.

Tajol Rosli later attended the open house of several other Hi ndu
of ficers in Ipoh.

Tormorrow t he Perak Government will hold host the "Perak Deepavali Open
House" at the Ipoh Cty Hall Square at 3pmand will be graced by Their
Royal Hi ghnesses Sultan Azl an Shah of Perak and the Raja Permaisuri Tuanku
Bai nun.

In CHERAS, the CGerakan Rakyat Ml aysia party held its annual Deepavali
Open House at the Menara PGRM

In JOHOR BAHARU, Deepavali was cel ebrated joyously w th H ndus hol di ng
open house for their friends and rel atives.

Jal an Segget was the focus of Deepavali shopping this year.

In PERLIS, MC | eaders held open house and so did H ndu civil servants
and ot hers.

They expressed gratitude to the government for the hal f-nonth bonus
whi ch enabled themto celebrate the festival with even greater joy.

Perlis MC Youth Chief S. Sreetharan held open house at Arau and



recei ved peopl e of various races.

In ALOR SETAR, Hi ndus cel ebrated Deepaval i by hosting open house for
their friends fromthe various other races in the country.

Kedah State Executive Councillor for Health, Unity and Welfare Services
Dat uk V. Saravanan hel d open house at his house at Taman Petani Jaya, Sungai
Petani. Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain was anong the
dignitaries who attended the open house.

In KOTA KI NABALU, Deepavali was cel ebrated on a noderate scale with
H ndus visiting their relatives and friends.

Even t hough Hi ndus formonly a small group in Sabah still the
merry-making was felt by all with the traditional open house.

Meanwhi |l e the Sabah M C will host its Deepavali open house at the Dewan
Ser baguna Tanjung Aru from6pmtill 10pm

In MELAKA, Hindus held prayers at their tenples before returning hone
to host their annual Deepavali open house.

Recreati onal spots, tourist resorts and hotels were packed with both
| ocal s and foreigners.

Among the places with several hundred visitors were the Bandar Hilir
Hi storic Compl ex, Ayer Keroh Recreational Park, Butterfly Park, the Ml aka
Zoo and the Kel ebang and Tanjung Bi dara beaches.

I n SEREMBAN, Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul
Samad and his wife Puan Sri Hazizah Tumin called at the open house of
several Hindu | eaders including that of fornmer State Executive Councill or
Dat uk Mut hu Pal ani appan in Jal an Labu Lana.

The Menteri Besar and his wife were at Muthu's house for about 30
m nut es.

The Parlianmentary Secretary to the Health Mnistry S. Sothinathan held
open house at his residence in Jalan Tanjung Kermuni ng, Port D ckson.

In PENANG, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, Deputy Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Dr H |l m Yahaya and House Speaker Datuk Datuk Yahaya Abdul
Ham d visited the open house of State Peoples Progressive Party (PPP) Chief
Dat uk M Logabal a at Taman Bukit, Bukit Mertajam

Menbers of the public took advantage of the holiday today to visit the
Penang Fest, shopping conpl exes and the beaches in Batu Feringghi, Tanjung
Bungah and Tel uk Bahang.

In KLANG rain which fell throughout the norning did not danpen the
spirit of the H ndu conmunity which cel ebrated Deepavali with visits to
tenpl es and hosti ng open house.

Among the tenples with |arge crowds were the Subramani am Tenple in Port
Klang and the Perumal Tenple in Jalan Raja Mida Misa.

Many people also visited the open house of Sel angor State Executive
Councillor for Estate Housing, Mning and Unity Datuk K Sivalingam

Among the visitors were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhamad Khir Toyo,
Sel angor Umo Chief Tan Sri Muhammad Haji Mihanmad Tai b and former Sel angor
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Qmar.
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