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Del egates can surely put aside differences to pursue MCA's agenda

Chow Kum Hor
THOSE expecting the MCA general assenbly yesterday to feature a simlar
at nrosphere as that in the Youth wing's AGM a day earlier nust have been
di sappoi nt ed.

Living up to its image as the nore mature section, yesterday's neeting
of the party's highest body paled in conparison with the flying chairs,
bonb threat and shouting matches that characterised the Youth neeting.

Nobody, of course, was conpl aining of an absence of drama. Perhaps, the
del egates were ol der - and wi ser. There was no show of tantrumthrow ng
Per haps too, they were ashaned by Friday's viol ence and wanted to make up
wi t h good behavi our.

After all, Barisan Nasional chairman and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and several conponent party | eaders were there and MCA
could ill-afford anot her shaneful scene.

But certainly, Dr Mahathir's opening address had an effect on the
del egat es' decorum

Expressing confidence that the MCA could settle its problenms am cably,
Dr Mahathir al so described the party, together with Umo, of which he is
the president, as "the backbone of BN'.

To further boost the confidence of the delegates, the Prime Mnister did
not run down the viol ent behaviour of certain Youth del egates but instead
conceded that it was normal for any party to face internal problens.

Dr Mahathir also said that when Umo faced a crisis in 1987, MCA
provided the BN with a strong | eadership and |ikew se, Ummo woul d be | oyal
to the MCA

If Dr Mahathir was trying to provide the bel eaguered second-nbst seni or
party in BN with a noral e-booster, he certainly had not failed.

How far MCA menbers woul d abi de by the advice of the Prinme M nister
remains to be seen. Surely, after nonths of arguing, and with the party
el ection so near, it is unlikely that a pep talk will have a |long-Iasting
effect.

But if del egates yesterday could put aside their differences to
di sappoi nt those expecting "fireworks"” during the assenbly, surely they
could do the sane to pursue the party's agenda.

If differences of opinion during the debates yesterday were not
expressed through throwi ng of chairs and physical threat, surely diverse
vi ews anmong the party's central conmttee nenbers coul d be discussed

MCA has a | ong agenda ahead. At a tine when the Chinese electorate's
support for the DAP is wani ng, MCA shoul d be aggressively wooing the
communi ty.

The proposed MCA-run Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman is just one on the
list of agendas.

In the aftermath of the SJK (C) Danmansara rel ocation controversy and the
probl ens of hi gh-achieving students unable to gain admission into public
universities, the party should be spending tine reaching out to the
Chi nese conmmuni ty.

Surely squabbling over the technicalities of a neeting, |ike the one
over the legality of the Youth extraordi nary general neeting, would not
hel p.

In this respect, the party's Wanita wi ng can provi de sonme | essons.
Practically inmuned fromthe controversies surroundi ng the Youth wi ng and
parent body, over 30 comrunity projects had been carried out over the past



year.

The Youth assenbly did not announce the nunber of sinmilar projects
carried out over the sanme period, but considering its | eaders had engaged
in endl ess argunents - fromthe Chang M n Thein Educati on Fund to the
Nanyang takeover - it is unlikely the projects were as effective.

This does not nean that there is no roomfor dissent in the party. It is
the manner in which opposing views are put forward that are nore
i nportant.

As it is, there were already rumours that the controversial Youth EGMV on
June 23 would end up in the courts. Perhaps, sone Youth | eaders are
adamant about a technical victory than the welfare of the w ng.

It is this kind of immaturity that cannot be tolerated and can lead to
its destruction. And MCA can ill-afford such attitude.
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