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VWHI LE queui ng up for security checks at the Heathrow Airport | ast

Sat urday, an Engli shman going on a holiday to Bangkok struck up a
conversation with a Mal aysian travel |l er who was returning to Kual a Lunpur

The former enquired about the political situation in Mlaysia, but
bef ore t he Mal aysi an coul d respond, the Englishman said: "I pity you for
having to put up with your Prine Mnister."

Qobvi ously upset, the Malaysian retorted: "There is no need to be
patronising. Wile our Prime Mnister may have his share of critics, he
does not condone the killing of innocent children |ike yours does"

The Englishman was taken aback and the small tal k ended.

It is a case of differing perception and the sense of right and wong.
It is apparent that the Englishman had been fed all kinds of reports in
the British nedi a and other international publications about Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's political and econom c deci si ons
in the past few years

As a result, the one conclusion he could possibly make was that Dr
Mahat hi r was bad for Ml aysia, thus taking it upon hinself to offer his
synpathy to Mal aysians for having "to put upwith his (Dr Mahathir's)
| eader shi p".

To have such sentinents, the Englishman nmust believe that heis living
inabetter nation and that his Prine Mnister, Tony Blair, is a person of
hi gher noral standing and ability.

The Engl i shman nmust feel that he and the rest of his countrymen were
better at choosing a | eader.

For the Mal aysi an, he was probably right in assuming that the Englishnman
had no i nkl i ng what soever about the real situation in Ml aysi a.

The Engl i shman's condescension is in fact an insult as it assunes
Mal aysi ans are incapabl e of thinking for thensel ves regardi ng who and what
ki nd of | eader they want for their country.

In addition, the Mal aysi an, though he hinself nmay not agree with sone of
Dr Mahat hir's deci si ons, woul d have been gall ed by the fact that if a
conpari son nust be nade, Blair's "sins" are far nore unforgivabl e.

However, nore pertinent in terns of the bigger picture is that the views
prof essed by t he Engli shman spoke vol unes of the power of the medi a and
how mi nds are shaped in the Wst.

Sadly, it also shows up the rol e played by sone Ml aysi ans who are angry
with the present establishnment in contributingto the negative perception
of their own country.

A nurmber of Mal aysi ans are still canpai gni ng agai nst Dr Mahat hir abr oad,
especially in the US and sel ect ed European countri es.

They may have every right to do so, at | east in the name of denocracy.
But what is the basis of seeking support fromAnerican politicians who are
t henmrsel ves responsi bl e for policies which are bei ng condemmed by nost
Mal aysi ans?

For exanpl e, the US Adnmini stration has been taken to task over its
attack on Afghani stan. To npst Mal ay Muslinms, Washington is anti-Islam
practi ses doubl e standards and cannot be trusted.

Yet, sonme of these Ml aysians are prepared to seek "endorsenment" from
certain US politicians for their cause agai nst Dr Mahathir and the
government of the day.

In fact, the sentinents of not trusting the superpowers and devel oped



Western nations with regard to their "altrui sm towards Ml aysi a and ot her
devel opi ng nations is not sonething new.

Wienever there is a fallout between groups in a nation, Ml aysia
i ncluded, the | osers have never been shown to have any qual ns about
turning to foreign support.

What i s happening in Afghanistan is a classic exanple. The Northern
Al'liance, anid the US "anger" agai nst the Taliban for supporting Csama bin
Laden, is maki ng the best of the situationinits bidto return to power
i n Af ghani st an.

The Alliance seens to have won the day, for now, with the Taliban having
been driven out of Kabul.

It will probably have a key role in form ng the new Af ghan Gover nnent,
but who is to say there will not be a rejuggling and real i gnment of
alliances in the nonths ahead, ending up with the newrulers in the sane
position faced by the ol d ones?

Then is it to be expected that with the one that | ost, another will turn
to the Western powers for support to get back into the mai nstream

"Divide and rule" is after all the best-ever strategy devised by the
West to domi nate and subj ugat e devel opi ng nati ons.

It is unfortunate that in nbost cases, the rich nations can justify their
presence or interference in the affairs of the devel oping countries by
claimng that they were "invited", never nmind that the invitation comes
froma mnority and not the majority.

Thi s does not stop the big powers frompainting those they back as the
nmor e denocratic or |iberal, which usually neans nore anenabl e to Wstern
val ues.

Not that there is anything wong or undenocratic about Wstern val ues,
but they are in effect forced upon peopl e who m ght not want them in part
or in whole.

But such is denocracy. The ends justify the neans, no matter how
undenocrati c.
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