21/ 08/ 2001
Despi cabl e, says DPM (HL)

A. Hafiz Yatim

MALACCA, Mon. - Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi
today hit out at parents who involved their children in what he descri bed
as "despicabl e acts".

He said parents should serve as role nodels to their children and steer
themto the right path so that they woul d become useful menbers of
soci ety.

Abdul | ah was comenting on reports that four Standard Two pupils of a
school in Taiping had been caught perform ng oral sex on each other. One
of the pupils later admtted to watchi ng pornographic novies with his
parents.

Abdul | ah said he coul d not understand why parents could view such
materials in the presence of their children.

"Even if they adopt a liberal view, this is sonmething extrene which they
shoul d not have done.

"I was disgusted when | read about the incident."

Abdul | ah said this when asked to coment on a statement by Nationa
Uni on of the Teachi ng Profession president Tengku Habsah Tengku Petera
yesterday on the incident which occurred | ast week.

Tengku Habsah said that the four pupils were caught perforning oral sex
in their classroom

Two pupils had initially engaged in the act while two ot hers wat ched,
but later perforned the act thensel ves.

Abdul  ah said this to reporters after opening the RML.31 nillion four-
storey bl ock at Sekol ah Jeni s Kebangsaan (C) Bukit Beruang today.

He | ater presented land |l ease titles to 95 residents of Kanmpung Baru
Buki t Beruang and Kanpung Baru Ayer Ker oh.

Abdul | ah said it was inportant that parents bring up their children
properly and instil in them good and nobl e values so that they could
become useful adults.

Teachers, on the other hand, should equip themw th proper know edge and
education to enable themto excel in life.

"Some parents may regard this as a fanmily matter confined only to their
househol ds. But they forget that as nenbers of society, their children
will interact with and influence others.”

In Tai ping, police said they had net and advi sed the parents and pupils
i nvol ved.

Larut Matang and Sel ama district police chief Assistant Comm ssioner
Ahmad Katran Askandar said that the primary school adm nistrators in Pokok
Assam here had infornmed themof the incident.

He said no report was | odged. Ahmad Katran said police only treated the
case as a social and noral problemand had asked the pupils invol ved not
to repeat the indecent act.

On the possibility of forming a Royal Commission to look into the rise
in social problens, Abdullah said a conmttee called "Towards Handling a
Ri se in Social Problens" had been set up to handle the matter

The conmmittee is chaired by Abdullah with the National Unity and Soci al
Devel opnent M nistry acting as its secretariat.

"The conmittee will provide reports to the Cabinet before a speci al
meeting is held to discuss the matter," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d the Cabinet nmeeting which he chaired | ast week had
endorsed Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad's appoi ntnment to



chair the special Cabinet neeting to discuss the rise in social problens.
On the possibility of a DAP-Pas separation fromtheir coalition,

Abdul | ah said it was just a show put up by both opposition parti es.
Abdul I ah, who is al so Barisan Nasional deputy president, said such a

show was not hing new to both parties.
"I think it is just a drama created by both the DAP and Pas."
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