04 MAY 2001
Mahat hir-Bl i nd
DESPI TE HEAVY SCHEDULE, PRI ME M NI STER FI NDS TI ME FOR THE BLI ND

By: David Chelliah

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernama) -- In the mdst of his busy schedul e
governing the nation, the Prime Mnister nevertheless found tine today to
bring cheer to children with inpaired vision.

Twenty-six blind children listened with rapt attention as Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad told thema story, which children for generations had
al ways loved to hear, at the Ml aysian Association for the Blind Conplex in
Brickfields here.

Even though the story titled "Why the Graffe's Neck is Long" took only
eight mnutes, it would nevertheless be in the menory of the children for a
long tine as they had been told that the story teller was the Prine
M ni ster hinself.

Happi ness shone fromthe faces of the children of the Sekol ah Rendah
Kebangsaan (I npaired Vision), Jalan Batu, here. They sat cross-legged on a
pl atform at the Dewan Serbaguna of the conplex with | ooks of rapt attention
as Dr Mahathir, sitting on a small chair, read out the story froma book
with all the skills of a |oving daddy.

The "Reading for the Blind Programme" is organi sed by Puteri Umo and
the Umo Civil Action Bureau, both of which are headed by Azalina O hnman
Sai d.

After the Prine Mnister had told his story, one of the children
stepped forward and presented himwith a small hanper.

Dr Mahathir was then taken on a tour of the conplex by Azalina and Dr
Ismail Mohd Salleh, Acting President of the Ml aysian Association for the
Bl i nd.

A spokesman for the association said a recording of the story telling
event had been made and woul d be kept at the association's library.

Azalina said that today was the Prime Mnister's turn to tell stories
under the programre in which 99 other Umo | eaders were al so i nvol ved.

Azal ina said the reading programme for blind children was anong the
wel fare events lined up by Puteri Umo which al so focused on education,
heal th and wel fare services.

She said so far 30 Umo | eaders had told stories to the blind children
at Federal and state |evels.

Among ot hers registered in the story telling programe are Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, Entrepreneur Devel opnment
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhanmed Nazri Abdul Aziz and Education Mnister Tan Sri
Miusa Mohaned.

- - BERNAMA

DC ZS AAM



	DESPITE HEAVY SCHEDULE, PRIME MINISTER FINDS TIME FOR THE BLIND (Bernama 04/05/2001)

