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DETENTI ON UNDER | SA PRECAUTI ONARY MEASURE: PM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 12 (Bernama) -- The detention of seven peopl e under
the Internal Security Act (I1SA) is to prevent violence and danage during
t he opposition's proposed gathering on April 14, Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

He said police believed that violence resulting in damage could occur
as a result of the proposed denonstration planned for this Saturday.

"Police have decided that they are not going to deal with the
denonstration as this denonstration can bring about violence and we do not
know what ki nd of damage can be done,"” he said.

Speaking to reporters after launching a dental filling called Silverfi
at the Technol ogy Park Mal aysia here, he said police had al ready nade a
statenment that they had evidence about a plan to use explosives and the
like, "so we don't want that to happen.™

He said police were responsible for the security of the country and
that those arrested so happened to be opposition |eaders.

"We accept legitimte opposition, those who use nornmal denocratic
procedure ... we don't think denonstration and violence is a denocratic
procedure," he said.

Asked about the international backlash as a result of the detention, he
said:" As usual, the foreign nedia will question us...they have never seen
anything good in us even if we are nice. W have a duty to our country...
they can go and fry their faces.”

Over the last two days the police have detained seven people, including
Parti Keadil an Nasional Youth chief Mhanmad Ezam Mohanmed Nor, Keadil an
vi ce-presi dent Chua Tian Chang and suprene council nenber Saari Sungib, its
nati onal youth vice-chairman M Gobal akri shnan and youth exco nenber Abdu
Ghani Harun.

The other two are reformasi activist H shammuddin Rais and the director
of the Free Anwar Canpai gn, Raja Petra Raja Kamaruddin.

Yest erday, Inspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai said the
seven were part of a group of about 20 reformasi activists who held
nmeeti ngs between Jan 6 and April 4, planning ways to influence the people
to participate in street denonstrations.

One of the main ainms of this group was to hold a massi ve denonstration
known as Black 14 in the city on Saturday.

Asked whet her the seven coul d have been detai ned using other |aws apart
fromthe 1SA, Dr Mahathir said they could have, but normal |aws required
certain evidence, procedures and processes which, fromthe police point of
view, were not effective in preventing sonething from happening.

"If it is sonething that has happened, then yes, but this is
prevention...it means that the thing has not yet happened,” he added.

To a question on human rights, he said the governnent placed inportance
on the rights of the mgjority and not a small nunber of people who had
their own set agenda.

"We prioritise the rights of the majority...the rights of the majority
to trade, live in a stable environment w thout pressure, w thout
riots...these are human rights too. W cannot equate these with the rights
of a small goup which has specific interests which block the rights of
ot hers, " he said.

He said those detained under the I SA could be held for 60 days and if
it was found that they still posed a threat to the country's security, they



could be further detained for two years.

He said the I SA was still needed as a preventive law and that "if it
(violence) has occurred and there is damage, maybe with people killed and
so forth, it will no longer be useful then...people are injured, people are
kill ed, people cannot do business...the action will be too late."
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