12/ 05/ 2001

Devel opers may stop work on projects

SEREMBAN, Fri. - Bumi putera devel opers involved in the building of 11
community col |l eges nati onwi de today clai ned that they have not received a
singl e sen of progress paynment fromthe Governnent to enable themto
continue with their respective projects.

Chai rman of the comunity col |l ege devel opers commttee Bahari Abdul | ah
said the devel opers, selected by the Government to undertake the projects,
were facing financial difficulties due to failure by the Educati on and
Fi nance M nistries in maki ng such paynents.

Following this, he said all the colleges, earnarked for inplenentation
in various States and costing nore than RVM20O million, could not be
conpl eted on tine.

Construction of the educational conpl exes, based on the "fast track
system" was nooted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, in
an effort to provide additional skill courses for Sijil Pelajaran Ml aysia
hol ders and those who failed to obtain their places at |ocal universities.

Wirk on the conpl exes started in Decenber and according to plans, the
bui I di ngs shoul d be ready by next nonth to cater to the first intake of
students expected in July.

"Until today, however, the devel opers have not received even a single
sen of progress paynment fromthe Mnistries concerned. W are in a dilema
whet her to continue with the projects.

"Since we are runni ng short of funds, we have no choice but to stop the
projects tenporarily."

Their plight was nmade known to the Education Mnistry on March 19.

On April 12, the Finance M nistry was inforned.
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