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By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

NEW ORLEANS, Loui siana, Feb 23 (Bernama) -- The bi ggest chall enge
facing the Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) is to devel op "skill ed-software"
resources so that the information technology (IT) industry in Ml aysia can
be taken to a significantly higher plane, an official of Oacle Corporation
sai d.

Derek WIlians, the executive vice-president for Asia-Pacific, said
t hat Mal aysi a, which was al ready exporting sone software devel oped in the
MSC, needed to take this endeavour further to conpl enent countries such as
I ndi a.

He said that although India along with sone regi onal econom es were
prom nent in software technol ogy, the region as a whol e undoubtedly | acked
software skills and consequently | agged behind the United States and Europe
in the area.

"The | ack of skilled software resources is the biggest inpedinment to
t he whol esone devel opment of the IT industry in the region,”™ WIllianms said
when asked by Mal aysian journalists on the chall enges facing the MSC.

The devel opnent of the MSC, measuring 15km wi de and 50km | ong fromthe
Kual a Lunmpur City Centre (KLCC) down south to the new Kual a Lunpur
International Airport (KLIA), was spearheaded by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, to serve as a regional hub for the devel opnent of
| ocal software products.

Wth the rapid growh of the Internet, the MSC which is nowinto its
seventh year would facilitate the advancenent of the know edge-based
econony as well as enable interaction between software devel opers fromall
over the world.

Oracle Corp's chief executive officer, Larry J. Ellison, is a nenber of
the I nvestnment Advisory Panel (1AP) for the MSC which just concluded its
| at est board neeting in Septenber.

WIllianms usually represents Ellison at the | AP neetings.

WIllianms said that it was this need to devel op software skills which
prompted Oracle, which is based in Redwood, California, to provide support
for acadenmic activities in related areas of devel opnent in Ml aysi a.

To this end, the conpany has invested in teaching as well as software
and the sponsorship of Universiti Tun Abdul Razak, Sunway Coll ege and
Bi nary Col |l ege, which is part of the Oacle Academ c Initiative.

"We nust ensure that Mal aysia is devel opi ng the next generation of
sof tware people,” he said.

As for the MSCitself, he said it really suffered with the recession as
it lost sone of the inpetus during the 1997/98 econom c nel t down.

"However, right now, there is good progress in the M5C and
organi sations are noving into the corridor as we (Oracle) are," said
WIlians.

He said that sone of the pilot projects in the MSC are taking off and
Oracle is involved in many of these projects.

As far as Oracle is concerned, "we do a |ot of our teleconmunications
in the MSC for Asia-Pacific which is inline with other countries
developing their IT initiatives," he said.

"I think the MSC is very inportant to Malaysia in terns of devel opi ng
IT and Oracle supports it totally.”

Asked about the | AP neetings, WIlians said: "I have been to every
single board neeting that's been held by the Prine Mnister and | have had



one-on-ones with himregularly and we tal k about the devel opnent of the IT
i ndustry in Ml aysia and how we can hel p | ocal conpanies go gl obal."

"The Prime Mnister is always very interested in developing IT in
Mal aysi a and we tal ked about B2B (busi ness-to-busi ness) exchanges the | ast
tinme | was there.”

Some of the B2B exchanges using Oracle's software platform are already
operating in Malaysia and Dr Mahathir was interested in themas well, he
sai d.

"The sort of work that we are doing is not just about vertical or
hori zontal exchanges, its about integrating themtogether to prepare the
mar ket pl ace and to do busi ness under a coll aborative culture,” he added. --
BERNANA
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