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KUALA LUMPUR, June 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today it is difficult for the government to interfere
in the judiciary because it is an independent body in the country's system
of admi ni stration.

He said that if the governnent disturbed the judges, they would regard
it as interfering with the judiciary.

"It is very difficult for us, it's a very sensitive thing. The judges
are very concerned about their independence until sonmetines they cross
certain boundaries,” he told reporters at the Royal Malaysian Air Force
station in Subang, near here, upon his return froma four-day visit to
Japan.

He was asked whether the relevant authorities should investigate Kota
Ki nabal u Hi gh Court judge Datuk Miuhammad Kami| Awang's remark on Friday
that he had been given a directive over the phone to strike off two
el ection petitions concerning the Likas constituency in Sabah w thout a
heari ng.

Asked to comment on the judge's claim Dr Mahathir said: "I don't
understand. Certainly | didn't give any directive. | don't know, maybe
ot her people are giving directives, maybe sonme people from sone court
per haps can give directives, | don't know

Muhammad Kami| nade the remark in his judgment when he allowed the two
petitions and ruled the election result for the Likas seat, which was won
by former Sabah chief mnister Datuk Yong Teck Chin of the Barisan Nasiona
in the 1999 state election, null and void.

He rul ed, anong others, that the electoral roll for the constituency
was illegal because of the existence of phantomvoters and that Yong had
committed an of fence under the Election Ofences Act by using billboards to
snear a candi date.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's adm nistration was divided into the
| egi slature, the executive and the judiciary with each having separate
functions to act as a check a bal ance.

"If the legislators want to be judges, or the exectives want to be
| egislators or the judges want to be legislators, then there's trouble,” he
sai d.

"If it cones to that, then there will be overlapping of the respective
jurisdictions, | fear that the country's adm nistration will be in chaos,"
he said.

The prime mnister said he was only explai ning the system of separation
of powers practised in Ml aysia and not maki ng any assunption on the
judiciary.

On allegations by certain parties that recent court decisions favouring
t he opposition showed the re-energence of the independence of the judiciary
in the country, Dr Mahathir said the government definitely wanted to see an
i ndpendent judiciary.

The courts did have i ndependence and nmany court decisions in the past
had gone agai nst the governnent and government parties and even Umo at one
time was decl ared unl awful by the courts, he said.

However, he said, the independence of the judiciary did not nean taking
over the role of others.

"If independence neans opposing the governnment, that's not
i ndependence, that's favouring opposition parties.



"I hear that sonetimes the opposition can shout in court, no one
adnoni shes. Usually it is a kind of contenpt of court but | know the
opposition parties, they can do anything in sone courts but the governnment
cannot nmake the slightest m stake,” he said.
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