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DI SCUSSI ON BY SCHOLARS TO COUNTER BAD | MAGE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 30 (Bernamm) -- The best way to counter the bad
perception of Islamprojected by the western nedia is to invite schol ars
fromthe East and West of different persuasions for debates and sem nars, a
visiting Islam c schol ar said today.

Syed Shahid Mahdi, Vice-Chancellor of the New Delhi Jamia MIllia
I slam a, said organisers of Islamc semnars or debates should not confine
their participants to those fromthe Mislimcountries al one.

"Don't Iimt sem nars or debates to Muslimcountries only," he told
reporters after signing a nenorandum of understandi ng (MoU) between the
Institute of Islamc Understanding Malaysia (lkim and Jama MIlia
I slam a, here.

He said failure to pronmote Islamin a gl obal way and al so | ack of
i nformati on and understandi ng of Islamhad resulted in bad perception and
portrayal of the religion by the Wst.

If the West have a better understanding of Islam their prejudice would
be | ess," he added.

Syed Shahid said certain values of Islamwere universal, thus creating
a bridge of understandi ng anong people, particularly the western peopl e.

He said that with the establishnent of Ikim Ml aysia had enbarked on a
good effort to spread the true spirit of Islam away from sectariani sm
obscurismand fanaticism

The vice-chancellor, who is making his first visit here, was inpressed
wi th the devel opnent and infrastructure in the country, praising the
| eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"Mal aysia is the economic tiger in Southeast Asia, a tiger with a | ot
of wi sdom" he said.

IkimDirector-General Datuk Ismail |brahimsaid the MU covered
exchange of publications and schol ars, discussions, research as well as
sem nars to be jointly organised.
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