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KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernamm) -- Discussions in the open on the
concept of the Islamic State will help the various comunities in Mlaysia
understand it better and prevent it from becom ng the source for disunity,
Cerakan President Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today.

He said the Gerakan was thankful to the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, for kicking off the open discussion on the matter
yest er day.

"Many people particularly the Chinese and ot her non-Mislins have
m sunder st ood the concept of an Islamic State to the extent of being
fearful ."

"It is good now that we throw this (discussion on Islanmic state) in the
open because we don't want to create any m sunderstanding," he told
reporters after closing the Gerakan party's 30th Del egates Conference here.

He said it was of the utnost inportance to have openess in the
di scussions on the concept of the Islamc State as PAS had al so raised the
i ssue of setting up an Islamc State when it assuned power in Ml aysia.

Dr Mahat hir when openi ng the Gerakan del egates conference yesterday
took up the challenge thrown at him by PAS President Datuk Fadzil Noor and
officially declared Mal aysia as an Islamc State.

Dr Limsaid the explanation and di scussions on the concept of the
Islamic State should be wi dened to include governnment officers at al
| evel s.

Such briefings and expl anti ons should be given to governnent officers
for there had been instances when Mislimofficers did not channe
allocations for building tenples as they were nade to believe that they
woul d not go to heaven if they did so, he said.

He said the officers could nost |ikely have been influenced by certan
groups which were intent on setting up an Islamc State in Ml aysia which
woul d be nore extrene.

He said the present concept of the Islamc State in Ml aysia was the
best as it was in line with the Federal Constitution where the rights of
non- Musl i ms wer e guar ant eed.

Dr Limsaid this differed fromthe concept chanpi oned by PAS where it
preferred only Syariah Law in this country and wanted it to be applied al so
on non-Muslins and where the country's policies would be decided solely by
a Council of U anmss.

Meanwhil e in his wi nding up speech, Dr Limurged PAS to put in witing
its concept of an Islamic State which it wanted to set up in Ml aysia and
stop skirting around the issue.

"PAS tell us, what kind of Islamc state you want. Because the way you
are treating the wonen in Kelantan, it's just like the way the Taliban are
treating wonen in their Islamc state,"” he said
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