21/ 07/ 2001
“Defiance by Pas shows di srespect’

Rosl i Zakari a

TUWPAT, Fri. - The defiance of the ban on political ceramah by the Pas
Governnents in Kelantan and Terengganu shows the party's di srespect for
the law, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today.

He said if Governments cannot respect the | aw, no one el se woul d respect
| aw and order.

"W will face anarchy,” he told reporters after a neeting with the
rakyat at the residence of Zainul Hashim a businessman in Pengkal an
Kubur. He was asked to comment on the continued defiance by Pas in
Kel ant an and Ter engganu whi ch continued to hold ceramah despite the police
ban on all political ceranmah, including those organi sed by the Barisan
Nasi onal

"The Government shoul d uphold and respect the | aw, otherw se the rakyat
will face a big problem" he added.

The police froze the issuance of permts for all political ceranmmh
nationwi de fromearly this nonth in order to curb activities which may
under m ne national security.

Asked what he thought of Tunpat after taking a one-hour bus tour in the
area, he said there was no devel opnent. He said except for sone Federa
CGovernnent prem ses such as the post office, the other buil dings,

i ncl udi ng houses in the area, were nore than 50 years ol d.

"The peopl e have been |l eft out although many of the children born here
have entered universities and have becone successful in life, but they did
not return to hel p devel op this pl ace.

"Maybe they feel nore confortable in big cities. | amsad ... Kelantan
and its peopl e deserve better than this. Kelantan shoul d be nore devel oped
t han ot her States.

"VWhen the Governnment is not efficient, the people will suffer,"” he
added. Earlier when addressing a |large crowd, Dr Mahathir said after 43
years of independence, Kelantan should be nore devel oped but the situation

was as if the State had still to achieve i ndependence.
He said there were many successful Kel antanese worki ng as busi nessnen
and hol ding positions in big conpanies, as well in the Governnent, who

contributed to the country's devel opnment.

"But they are in Kuala Lunpur, Johor and other big cities but not in
Kel ant an. Their presence here could help bring devel opnent to the State.

"Why is this happeni ng? Way don't they return to their hone State and
contribute to its devel opment? W want to know why they don't want to
return.”

Dr Mahathir believed that if the "environnent" was conducive and the
State Government was efficient, they would return and hel p devel op the
State. He said the peopl e should therefore choose a capabl e Gover nnent
whi ch can work closely with the Federal Governnent and not one which |iked
to hurl abuses.

"I't will be difficult for the Federal Governnent to help. How do you
hel p soneone who calls you dajal (evil) and anjing (dog) ... Dajal don't
hel p peopl e.

"I don't understand why they should utter words that hurt ny feelings.
Who Iikes to be called dajal and anjing? | will not call themany nanes

I will et God decide," he said.
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