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Di vi si onal contests warm ng up i n Negr

Ham dah Atan; R Sittanparam

THE al | egations that Umo aspirants have resorted to dirty tactics, the
use of the Quran anong them to win nominations at the branch nmeetings in
Negri Senbil an have taken a backseat to the divisional neetings which
begin April 1.

So too have the reports on the corruption case involving a branch
chai rman and his youth chief in the Tel uk Kemang divi sion and the
i npendi ng Syari ah court case involving an aspirant who is eyeing a
di vision top post.

The intensity of the canpaigns and contests for the nunber one post in
al nrost all the divisions this year was expect ed.

Simlarly, it was expected that the climate in the Tel uk Kenmang and
Jel ebu di vi si ons woul d be cal mand unruffl ed.

Ever since Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanad | sa Abdul Sanmad won the nunber
one post in the Teluk Kemang division in 1978 there has not been a contest
for the top post in this division, which has 70 branches.

This tinme, Mhanmad |sa, 52, has been returned unopposed with 64
nom nati ons - a nunmber which testifies to his prowess, strength and
i nfluence in the division

But things did not go so effortlessly in Jelebu. Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatim the former Parti Melayu
Semangat 46 deputy president, had challengers for the top post in Datuk
Shanmsul Bahari Mat the Negri Senbilan State Executive Councillor and
Kl awang St ate Assenbl yman and Pertang Assenbl ynan Razak Mansor.

However, the overwhel mi ng grassroots support for Rais has virtually
secured himthe divisional chief's post with 40 of the possible 49
nom nati ons. Shanmsul Bahari secured six, Razak the remaining three

This was the second tine Shansul Bahari is contesting for the nunber one
post. In 1998 he lost to Yunus Rahmat, Rais' political secretary, by a
mere nine-vote majority.

Rai s' coneback was anti ci pated when Yunus chose not to seek re-el ection.
And judging by his margin and his popularity as Mnister and Jel ebu Menber
of Parlianent, Rais has won the confidence of both voting menbers and the
grassroots.

A political analyst said Rais, on the national level, is "already a
sonebody and the contest is to confirmthe overwhel m ng support fromthe
grassroots for him

"The majority of nomi nations that went to himalso indicate that they
want him as a Mnister, to carry out the party's mandate and bring nore
changes and devel opnents to this part of the State."

Rais, it is said, has been instrunental in getting the Federa
Governnent to approve the RM30 million new road project |inking Jalan
Ser emban- Jal an Bukit Tangga in Jel ebu.

He is now pushing for the building of a budget hotel, costing about RML
mllion, in Kuala Kl awang since there is none there.

The post, no doubt, offers himthe firmfoundation he needs to
consolidate his political coneback

Havi ng won the Jel ebu parliamentary seat again in the 1999 genera
el ection, he was appointed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to his
present post in Decenber 1999.

A qualified specialist |anguage teacher, he obtained his LLB (Hons) from
Si ngapore University in 1973. In 1991, he comenced research work for his



degree at King's College, University of London, and graduated with a Ph.D
inlawin 1994.

Rai s has witten a nunber of books on law, politics and Mal ay custons.
H s |latest work i s Zaman Beredar Pesaka Bergilir published | ast year in
Kual a Lunpur.

It is said not a week passes by without the veteran politician, who was
the third Negri Sembilan Menteri Besar at the height of his earlier Umo
career, returning to his constituency.

Undoubtedly, Jelebu is Rais' heart and soul. And his coneback, said a
close aide, is for good.

The main focus in the other divisions will be nore on the survival of
several | eaders who have chosen to go against the very core of the State
Umo | eader shi p.

The di fferences devel oped prior to the 1999 general election and
cul mnated in disputes over the choice of el ection candi dates and | ater,

t he appoi ntrent of state executive councillors by the | eadership

The friction anong divisional |eaders such as the no-nonsense Serenban
di vision chief Datuk |Ishak Ismail, 50, and Kual a Pilah division chi ef
Dat uk Abu Zahar Ni ka Ujang and Mohamad | sa over these matters is said to
be all but dissipated.

At the centre of the dispute was Datuk Wa'ad Mansor, a Mohanad | sa
prot ege, who upon wi nning the 1999 general election was reinstated as
state executive councillor although he was enbroiled in an Anti-Corruption
Agency case.

Vehenent obj ections by |Ishak, Abu Zahar and others, including State
Wanita Umo chief Datuk Napsiah Onmar, forced Waad to resign fromhis
executive councillor position and subsequently, the Umo Tanpin division
chi ef post.

Whet her these "hardcore oppositions in State Umo" will survive is left
to be seen.

One potentially explosive contest is the fight for the Serenban chi ef
post between |Ishak and state executive councillor Zakaria Nordin

Can Zakaria west the division which has been Ishak's stronghol d since
19887

For now Ishak is | eading Zakari with 32 nominations to 27.

In Kuala Pilah, a two-way fight for the division chief post is expected
bet ween i ncunbent and veteran politican Abu Zahar (12 years in the saddle)
and State youth chief Ismail Lassim who is also Senaling State
Assenbl yman.

Earlier, three other aspirants, including Datuk Hassan Mal ek (Juasseh
State Assenbl yman) dropped out of the race follow ng the poor show of
support fromthe grassroots.

The tussle for the division Wanita chief is on between Napsiah who is
bei ng chal l enged by first-term State Executive Councillor, Norhayati Onar,
fornerly a primary school teacher

Napsi ah, al so Kuala Pilah MP, has so far secured 40 nom nations while
Nor hayati has surged ahead with 50 nom nations. There are al together 119
branches in the division.

Based on the nunber of nominations, it seems that Norhayati could very
well turn out to be a "giant killer' despite this being her first go at a
top post.

It is also said that Norhayati is not easily swayed by her critics
despite being a newconer to the political arena

However, Napsiah's vast experience, contributions to the party and
grassroots support cannot be di sm ssed.

As for the contest for the top post in Jenpol, sparks are expected to
fly between incunbent State Executive Councillor Datuk Lilah Yasin, who is



| eading with 27 nominations, and his rival Deputy Information M nister
Dat uk Khalid Yunus who has so far received 13 nom nati ons.

There are 51 branches in the division.

And in Tanpin, the up-and-comnmi ng Tanpin MP, Shazi man Abu Mansor, 36, who
is also the division s youth chief, is vying for Tanpin's nunber one post
| eft vacant by Waad.

Said to be the rising star in State Umo, Shaziman, who i s an engi neer
by profession, will be taking on nore experienced | eaders, |ike acting
di vi sion chi ef, Datuk Mhamad Yassi n Bakar, who is al so Genas State
Assenbl yman, and i nfluential division commttee nmenber, Datuk Nordin Awal .

Bot h Mbhamad Yassin and Nordin have secured 10 nomi nati ons each so far.

As for Rasah, incunbent Datuk Mohamad Hasan, a promi nent corporate
figure, is being challenged by his deputy, Datuk Wahab Mohd Hani pah, who
is also State Umo secretary - a post he's held for six years.

Mohamad, the Cycle & Carriage Asia-Pacific chief executive officer, is
| eading with 43 nom nations whil e Wahab has recei ved 18 nomi nations. There
are 77 branches in the division.

Wil e there are runours that Mhanad, the division chief since 1998, is
ailing, an aide confirned that he woul d be defending his post.

"There is no truth in the clainms as Mbhanad is hale and hearty. He will
continue to serve the party in his present capacity as division chief."

Critics have labelled a few of the aspirants, especially the young
bl ood, as "MB's nen"

Mohamad |sa refuted the clains. "If they are indeed nmy nen, then | will
go to each and every neeting in support of them... but ny conscience is
clear.

"Those who think they are smart and qualified can al ways contest,
regardl ess of their political connections and achi evenents. There is no
st oppi ng them

"After all, Umo has al ways been denocratic."

Mohamad |sa has told party | eaders and nmenbers at the end of each
meeting that unity nust prevail and everybody nust close ranks for the
sake of the party.

The inclusion of new blood in the contests such as Shazi nan, Norhayati,
I smail and Zakaria, also indicate that party menbers are nore or |ess
ready to include young people in the | eadership |ine-up.
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