12 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r - wor ker s
DO NOT BE | NFLUENCED BY FOREI GN UNI ONS, WORKERS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, May 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
rem nded Mal aysi an workers and union | eaders not to be influenced by
foreign unions which were trying to instigate theminto maki ng unreasonabl e
demand fromtheir enployers.

He said these foreign unions wanted to cripple Ml aysia's industries
and wite the country off as a conpetitor in the international market.

"They try to instigate the workers and union | eaders to nake
unr easonabl e denand, go on strike and so on with the intention to make us
| ess conpetitive and our goods expensive.

"They have no synpathy for our workers. \What they want is to see our
wor ker s maki ng unreasonabl e demand, causi ng probl ens and cannot conpete
with their products,” said the Prine Mnister at a special rally in
conjunction with the Wrkers Day 2001 at the Putra Stadiumin Bukit Jalil,
here.

Dr Mahathir said if the workers were taken in by such tactic the
country's industrialisation process would halt, the workers would | ose
their jobs and the country would suffer, opening the door to market
nmonopol y by foreigners.

Speaking to reporters later, he said foreign union |eaders had in the
past urged their local counterparts to seek better treatnment and hi gher pay
as well as resorting to industrial action

"Al hanmdul il ah our workers are not that interested in naking excessive
demand, preferring instead to negotiation rather than confrontation

"As such, we continue to maintain our conpetitiveness. That is why we
can produce the same goods but at cheaper prices," he said.

Dr Mahathir had also in his address stressed the inportance of
preserving the country's stability to create a favourabl e i nvest nment
climte.

"The country's devel opnent depends on stability wi thout which we wll
not get investnment not only fromoutside but inside the country,” he said.

He said the governnent wanted nore investnent not because it wanted to
coll ect nore revenue but to create as nany enpl oynent opportunities as
possi bl e for the people.

During the function, the Prine Mnister also presented several awards,
i ncluding the Wrker of the Year 2001 Award to Kenzer Tan Heck Wee and
Rohana Abdul Rahman.

Tan is the Overall Quality Managenment and Communi cati ons Manager of
I nfi neon Technol ogi es (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd while Rohana is the section | eader
at El ektrisoal (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd.

Today' s gathering was attended by nore than 200 contingents fromthe
private sector and institutions of higher I|earning.
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