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Don't just go by numnbers

Pem nat Sukan

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad struck a nerve | ast week when he said Mal ay
students should now strive to gain adm ssion to universities on nerit
rather than rely on government hel p.

Per haps the sports adm nistrators should take a cue fromthe Prinme
M ni ster and seek only the best when selecting athletes to represent the
nati on.

Bei ng hosts of the 21st Sea Ganes is one thing, but when there's talk of
Il owering qualifying tines to acconmodate the straggl ers and ensure there
is large representation in the opening nmarchpast, then everything that we
have worked for will serve no purpose.

| f devel opnent is the excuse for granting substandard athletes a chance
to represent the country in the Kuala Lunmpur Ganes on Sept 8-17, it wll
only serve to do the opposite.

The Sea Ganes, which Mal aysia | ast hosted in 1989, is not a preparatory
exercise nor a platformfor associations to send their athletes for
exposure. It's the real shebang where the nen are separated fromthe boys.

Most sports associ ations, especially those dependent on financial aid
fromthe National Sports Council (NSC), have already sent their athletes
for various overseas stints over the last few years, to expose and prepare
themfor the KL Ganes.

If the A ynpic Council of Malaysia (OCM were to bend the rul es by
gifting athletes who have little or no chance of wi nning nedals places in
the KL Ganes, it will send negative signals which would further destroy
the already fragile fibre of Ml aysian sport.

If this happens, there will be no genuine distinction in being a
national athlete. Little pride and honour will be felt, and conpeting for
the country will be something which will be taken for granted.

Wrse, sportsnen and wonen will aimto represent the country for the
sake of adding credentials to their curriculumvitaes, and quit the sport
after graduating fromuniversities.

Not that it is not already happening.

Wiile it is difficult to drawthe line with subjective sports, it is
amazing to see the national associations for neasurable sports |ike
swimming and athletics still |obbying for the inclusion of nore athletes
for the Ganes.

It is difficult inmagining these associations nmaking the sanme demands if
Mal aysi a were not hosts.

Only three swimers have qualified for KL 2001, based on the silver
medal winning tinme at the Brunei Ganes in 1999.

But the Amat eur Swi mm ng Uni on of Mal aysia (Asun) have resorted to
havi ng another trial starting on Thursday, with the qualifying mark
lowered to the fourth best tinme at Brunei '99.

They shoul d have spared us the enbarrassment of sending several sw mers
to qualify for KL 2001 at the recently concluded Wrl d chanpi onships in
Fukuoka, Japan, where the likes of Australia' s lan Thorpe rewrote three
i ndi vidual world records.

For track and field, only 24 athletes have net the qualifying mark. But
on Aug 9, the Mal aysi an AAU are hoping to convince OCMto allow nore
athletes to conpete in the Ganes

OCM wi I | nost probably bend the rules, but it is hoped they will do so
sparringly, giving only a select few who have a realistic chance of



wi nni ng nedal s, instead of including themjust to make the nunbers.

The rational e should be in quality, not quantity. Allow ng substandard
athletes to don national colours will rmake a nockery of the whol e event,
and besi des creating unnecessary enbarrassnent, it would do little in
devel opi ng sports | ocally.
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