02/ 08/ 2001
Don't succunb to hate canpai gns

S. G nman

JOHN Teo gave an encouragi ng response to ny letter about the Prine
Mnister's 20 years of service and ny gratitude to the man and his famly
(NST, July 30).

In response to the unwel conme remarks | get when expressing positive
opi nions on Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, | always stick to Dale
Carnegie's advice that "the best way to win an argunent is to avoid it".
Despite what the critics say, at the end of the day truth will prevail

| believe in ny opinion of the man but | also knowthat | will accept it
if | amproven wong. However, | definitely will not resort to calling
people "firaun" or "dajal".

To do otherwise will sinply nmean | amthe sane as them | magi ne, sone of
our politicians got elected because they repeated the sane nasty nanes
everywhere t hey went.

To make it easier to call people nanmes and nake unfounded accusati ons,
websites are created where they can say all sorts of things and enbark on
hat e canpai gns, and nost of the tine get away with it. If they are lucky a
few of us will believe the contents.

Wiy do you think a certain website has links to all the slandering
websites? To pronote constructive criticisn? These websites reinforce ny
belief in the destructive nature of this kind of politics.

To think that these websites are endorsed by a party claimng to uphold
I sl ami c values. They are in fact showi ng di srespect for the religion.

Despite this, Malaysia is a denocracy and everyone is entitled to his or
her opinion. There can never be just one opinion in a healthy denpcracy.
The najority via elections will determ ne which opinions are accepted and
carried out.

Maybe nmore people |ike Teo should nmake their voices heard and make it
clear to the "mnority"” that the "ngajority" do have a voice. Don't do
things blindly but look at the facts instead.

Ask oursel ves where we want to take this bel oved country. Like it or not
voting citizens are the ones who deternmine the fate of the country and its

peopl e.
If we allow ourselves to succunb to hate and blind aggressi veness - we
shoul d know the results. Even if we get a new governnment, will it really

be a better one?

Look at the | eaders who say they will serve us better. Wat kind of
val ues are they pronoting? They say justice but they support blind
aggr essi veness, street denponstrations and sl anderous renarks.

It seens justice can only cone fromthem Do we really want this kind of
| eaders?

If the courts do not decide in their favour, these leaders will reject
the ruling. Read the judgnent by Hi gh Court judge Datuk Augustine Paul in
the trial of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand you will see what | nean.

None of the defence | awyers protested formally that it was a | opsi ded
judgnent. This neans they knew the judge had decided fairly. But they
never encouraged their supporters to read the judgnent and understand it.

I nstead, they turned the despair of defeat into hate for one man, hoping
that they could draw nore supporters.

The case will probably continue in appeal, but the point is, |ook at
what these people are telling us. Look at their actions. Are they worthy
to be called | eaders?



| sl am pronot es peace and justice but these | eaders use sl ander and cal
ot her people not in their canp hideous nanmes, so that the hate will be
nmore i ntense as the next el ection approaches.

The fact that this approach divides the Muslins is not inportant as | ong
as they draw nore people to their cause.

Al of us can see this if we are willing to be sincere and | ook at the
facts. These facts are everywhere, freely distributed and accessible. W
can then eval uate both sides and draw our own concl usi on on what Kkind of
governnent we wish to "lend" the reins of power to in the next genera
el ection.

Li ke Teo said, some people question ny intelligence for saying positive
t hi ngs about the Prime Mnister. | take it in stride because ny children
will probably Iive longer than | and | want themto realise the fruits of
Vi si on 2020.

| think it is worth the while, even if | need to Il end an ear to people
who thensel ves sinply refuse to listen
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