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Mahat hi r - Gover nment

DON T TREAT THE QUESTI ON OF ELECTI NG THE GOVERNVENT LI GHTLY, MALAYSI ANS
TOLD

SIK, Jan 26 (Bernama) -- The Ml ays should not |et success get the
better of themto the extent that they would treat lightly the question of
el ecting the governnent, said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today.

"Don't think that because of the success achieved so far, there's no
need for us to worry about the future of our grandchildren,” said the Prine
M nister at an informal nmeeting with Umo | eaders in Sik and Baling Umo
di vi si ons at Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama Si k here.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays should be concerned with the future of
their grandchildren even with the success achieved by the country so far as
t here woul d be many chal | enges ahead.

"W want our grandchildren to continue to live as a free and
i ndependent people. W want our religion, race and country assured of a
future,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that even though there were Mal ays successful in their
respecti ve endeavours, their success when conpared to those of other
comunities was still not nuch.

As such, the Ml ays should remain united to ensure continuous success
of their comunity, he said.

He said that in other parts of the world, not all governnments were
successful with their peoples continued to live in poverty and in sone
countries, civil unrest.

Dr Mahathir also said Umo's struggle was not over yet and it wanted to
win elections so that its elected representatives could formul ate the
country's policies in defence of the dignity of the people and country.

"Election victories will enable us to serve the rakyat and bring
devel opnent to the country, not to seek position and enjoy the confort of
air-condi tioned room" he said.

He said that although Umo struggled for the Malays, |Islamand country,
the interest of the other communities were not neglected, as evidenced in
the lyrics of Umo's song which said that "Umo is responsible for al
conmunities".

Dr Mahathir al so urged Umo nenbers not to be obsessed with the
guestion of election candidate to the extent of willing to vote for the
opposition if their candi dates were not sel ected.

He said they should not be influenced by tactics of the Wst that the
Mal ays purportedly no | onger care about Ml ay nationalismbut rather basic
rights issues.

"We have freedom of basic rights but based on our religion and culture.
W don't want the sort of freedomas in the West," he said.

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Kedah Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and Si k Ummo divisional head Dat uk
Paduka Dr Abdul Hamid O hman who is also the religious adviser to the Prine
M ni ster.
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