25 APR 2001
Abdul | ah- Conpl ai nt's
DON T USE DI SCI PLI NARY BOARD FOR PERSONAL GAI NS, WARNS PAK LAH

KUALA LUMPUR, April 25 (Bernama) -- Deputy Ummo president Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi today advi sed party nenbers who were involved in the
Umo el ections at the division | evel against using the party disciplinary
board arbitrarily to | odge conplaints for personal gains.

He said the party headquarters had received about 300 conplaints
concer ni ng the ongoi ng Umo divi sional elections and the disciplinary board
needed to spend tine to scrutinise the conplaints.

"Just because the disciplinary board has been set up to look into al
conplaints, | hope Umo nenbers will not take the easy way out by sinply
maki ng al | egati ons hoping that they would gain fromthem" he said at a
medi a conference after chairing the Umo nanagenent conmittee neeting at
the party headquarters, here.

Abdul | ah al so rem nded the nmenbers of the warning by Umo president
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t hat action would al so be taken agai nst
t hose who could not prove the allegations in the conplaints, especially in
the nore serious cases.

"We want those | odging the conplaints to have a strong case for
consi deration...we want the conplaints to be made with ful
responsibility,” he said.

He said nost of the conplaints received by himinvol ved those who had
lost in the party election and those who felt that they had been w onged.

He said the nenbers shoul d accept the decision of the majority, adding
that in a contest a candi date was bound to have his own supporters as well
as those who woul d support his rivals.

"What is inmportant is for the nenbers to be united, once the election
is over and the division had made a deci sion based on the voice of the
majority, accept it (the decision), this is the best way," he said.

Abdul | ah, who is also the Deputy Prinme Mnister, said about 30 Umo
di visions had yet to hold their del egates neeting.

He also clarified that the divisional delegates neeting of the Youth
and Wanita novenents were valid even though there were del egates from
branches whi ch were not valid because the presence of the del egates who
were not eligible to attend the neeting could be set aside.

However, the general neeting of the branches' Youth and Wanita
novenents woul d be invalid if the status of the branches concerned was not
valid as the Youth and Wanita novenments were fromthe invalid branches.

"If the branch is not valid, then its Youth and Wanita novenents are
also invalid, but if the divisional electionis valid, then the invalidity
of certain del egates present at the divisional neeting would not cause the
nmeeting to be cancelled,” he said.

Abdul | ah al so said that Umo would hold a sinple but neani ngfu
celebration in conjunction with Umo Day on May 11

Among ot hers, the cerenmony would include a neeting of Umo veterans
with the Umo president.
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