25 FEB 2001
Khal i | - Tal ks
DON T | MPCSE TERMS, | NCLUDE ALL | N AGENDA FOR TALKS, SAYS KHALI L

KUANTAN, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- PAS | eaders fond of inposing terns before
agreeing to discuss Malay unity with Umo can instead include everything
they wish to raise in the agenda for the proposed tal ks, Umo
secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today.

"Qur stand is that it is nore suitable to include whatever that they
wi sh to raise in the agenda...any thing..whether topics already nmentioned
or new ones," he said.

Khalil, who is Information M nister and Kuantan Menber of Parlianent,
was speaking to reporters after taking part in a gotong royong (conmunity
sel f-hel p programme) in Kanmpung Padang here.

PAS coul d, for instance, incorporate its demands relating to oi
royalty payment to Terengganu and bi-weekly publication of its official
organ Harakah, into the agenda for the tal ks, said Khalil

"W al ready have the assurance from Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad that Umo is willing to discuss any topic that PAS intends
to raise.

"As such, ideally all the PAS prerequisites should be nentioned in the
agend for the talks," he said reacting to PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor's
expressed pessinm smyesterday that the proposed tal ks would not materialise
if Umo refused to fulfil PAS three pre-conditions.

PAS deci ded to postpone indefinitely the proposed talks originally
schedul ed for | ast Mnday citing non-conducive at nosphere and instead
i nposed the three conditions before the tal ks coul d proceed.

The first two were relating to royalty paynent and Harakah's
publication frequency and the third to a demand that Umo drop a proposa
to ban the use of the termlslamfor party nanes.

As for PAS insistence for a conducive atnosphere for the neeting,
Khal il said conduciveness should ideally cover a w der scope such as
personal safety, and absence of provocation through denonstrations, anong
ot her things.

"Fromthe feedback that | get, PAS |eaders are still attacking Umo and
Umo | eaders in their speeches. Is this contributing to conducive
at nosphere? But Umo pays no attention to all these as it prefers not to
conplicate the proposed neeting," said Khalil.

As for PAS pre-conditions, Khalil said Umo too had received advice
and views fromall round that it should |ike-wi se inpose certain conditions
for the proposed talks.

"But | amholding on to the spirit of the PAS president's reply to the
Umo president's letter that nmentions willingness to neet and tal k," Khali
added.
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