16 JULY 2001
Mahat hi r - Pr ot est
DON T WORRY ABOUT PROTESTS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 16 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
took a swi pe at people who woul d protest against everything but the Prine
M ni ster advi sed Mal aysians at large not to worry about it.

Referring to yesterday's arrest of nore than 30 people for taking part

in an illegal gathering at the Kanmunting detention canmp in protest of the
Internal Security Act (ISA), Dr Mahathir said he did not think it was a big
prot est.

The 1SA allows for detention without trial, anong other things.

"I don't know how many, | haven't received any report yet. But this is

the new culture, you have to protest against everything," he told a news
conference after delivering a keynote address at the 2001 Ml aysi an
El ectric Power Forum here.

Dr Mahathir said this was also the trend all over the world, adding
that he was infornmed that some 100, 000 people were planning to stage
protests targeted at the G/ neeting of the world' s richest nations in
Italy.

"And that is a much bigger thing. In Malaysia, may be 30 people, 100
peopl e protesting is a small thing. | don't see why people should be
worried about this thing," he said.

On anending the Universities and University Coll eges Act 1971, Dr
Mahat hir said such a proposed exercise would take tinme carry out to ensure
that the objectives are net.

"I'f we amend sonething and the result is not what we desire, the people
will blane us for being hasty,” said the prime mnister.

The governnment was considering anending the Act upon realising that
under graduates were no |longer using facilities for |earning but were nore
inclined to indulge in non-canmpus-related activities.

Dr Mahathir reiterated his observation that universities were no | onger
playing their intended role but have turned into centres of agitation
i nst ead.

"Students are not bot hered about studying. W have spent considerable
anmount of noney, public noney and we do not get the desired returns. W
shall take action,” the prine mnister added.
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