02/ 07/ 2001
Don't destroy, says Dr Mahathir

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Undergraduates in the country were today rem nded not
to destroy what they will eventually inherit fromthe country's ol der
generati on.

"The younger generation will take over. This is a natural process. W
have to take care and ensure that what we will take over is in good
condition so that we can inprove on it,"” Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said at a symposi um whi ch was attended by 2,000 students
representatives fromall over the country.

Referring to incidents in a neighbouring country, he said street
denonstrations and riots by students would not be beneficial or |ead them
to jobs or a better life.

Dr Mahat hir sai d undergraduates had many responsibilities - to
t hensel ves, their famly, society, race, religion and country.

"For this, we must have knowl edge. If we feel as if we have | ost
directions and that universities are no | onger for gaining know edge, then
we nmust return to the right path

"There is no need to study in universities or have higher education to
denonstrate in the streets," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this when closing the "Synposi umon Reaffirmng the
| deal i sm of Undergraduates in the New M Il enniunt at Universiti Ml aya. He
said no society was 100 per cent perfect and that in a denocratic country
I i ke Mal aysi a people could determne their fate through the voting process
every five years.

"The vote reflects the people's power. If used wisely, it can beneficial
to the society," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was aware of the generation gap that
exi sted between the young and the old in many fields including
adm ni stration and politics.

"In religion too, the young are not satisfied and feel religous
sentiments are not strong while the old feel they have done all that they
could well do. "Just because there are these differences it does not nean
the ol der generation nmust be enem es of the younger generation or vice-
ver sa.

"W nust not be angry with the ol der generation for not doing sonething
that we felt was necessary and due to anger we spoil everthing,"” he said.

The Prime M nister instead called on students to be prepared to take
over fromthe ol der generation

At the beginning of his speech, he expressed sadness that the
university's Dewan Tunku Cansel or was destroyed by fire as it was a
| andnar k.

Dr Mahathir said it was as if sone students cane not to acquire
know edge but to study "the field of howto burn a building."

To a question froma student on why undergraduates were sonetines
| abel l ed as anti-establishnent due to differing views, Dr Mahathir said
i ndi vi dual opi nions were never a problemand only attracted negative
reacti ons when they were wongly and abusivel y expressed.

"For exanple, resorting to such acts, |ike arson nerely to get a point
across is not acceptable," he said drawi ng | aughter and cheers fromthe
crowd.

He said though there were even dissatisfactions anong Umo nenbers, they
did not go around denonstrating and bei ng abusi ve over the whol e thing.



Dr Mahathir was al so asked on Government efforts to assist the Chinese
community, especially in the field of education.

He said at present, there was nothing the Governnent could do about the
55:45 quota systemin public universities.

However, he said there were anple opportunities now for the non-Ml ays
to pursue their education at the various private institutions of higher
Il earning in the country.

"In the past, students would have to go overseas for their further
education, but now the Government has been very flexible in allow ng nore
private institutions to be set up," said.
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