30/ 07/ 2001

Don't be influenced by others, PMurges students

SEREMBAN, Sun. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad rem nded
students not to allowtheir mnds to be "disturbed" by unscrupul ous
quarters out to create chaos and instability in the country.

He said their studies would suffer if they allowed thensel ves to be
i nfl uenced by these peopl e.

"There are actually just a small nunber of students who do not
appreci ate what the Governnent has done for them although we have spent

billions of ringgit to ensure they could get a proper education.
"If they are not interested (in their studies), that's their own
probl em

"But these students go around and disturb the m nds of other students
until the latter also can no | onger concentrate on their studies."

He said if the environment was not conducive, then students would not be
able to | earn.

The Prinme M nister was speaking at a di nner before | aunching the Kol e]
Tunku Kurshiah's students' welfare fund at a hotel here.

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Al
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd | sa Abdul Samad, who is also the college's
patron, Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatim
Director-CGeneral of Education Datuk Abdul Rafie Mahat, State Exco nenbers
and ot her dignitaries.

The fund got off to a great start with RW44, 000 coll ected fromsevera
corporate organi sations tonight.

The coll ege has targeted to raise RML nmillion.

Kol ej Konuniti and Projek Lebuhraya Utara-Selatan (Pl us) donated
RMLOO, 000 whil e MRCB and Yayasan Arab- Mal aysi an donat ed RM60, 000 each.

Sout hern Bank and TA Securities donated 20,000, Star Publications
(RML8, 000), Penang Shi pbuil di ng Berhad, Public Bank Berhad and Cel com
(RMLO, 000 each).

Bank Rakyat gave RM30, 000, Hong Leong Bank (RMg, 000), Tel ekom Mal aysi a,
Yayasan Negri Mel aka, Design Practise Consultant and Tan Chong Motors
(RVb, 000 each).

The Prime M nister also said some quarters claimed that worldly
achi evenments were not counted for and not inmportant in the hereafter.

"Actually, they are wwong... we nust be successful in our life in order
that we be successful in the hereafter.”

He said the Governnment would continue to spend a substantial sum of
nmoney on education as it understands the inportance of education for the
progress and stability of the country.

"The present generation also realises the significance of education, but
there are sone young people who just fail to understand the inmportance of
br oadeni ng t heir know edge.

"W can have all the physical infrastructures, kindergartens, school s,
universities with adequate and sophi sticated equi prent and so on, but if
we do not want to study, then all these will be neaningless," the Prine
M ni ster said.

To bring the country to greater heights, he said Ml aysians nust be abl e
to conpete with each other. "However, if there is a race (in this country)
that is too successful or too backward, this can only cause society to
di sintegrate.”

( END)
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