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Don't spare the rod with this kind of students

WM Ram i

THE recent announcenent by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
to introduce radi cal nmeasures, including possible reduction in the nunber
of Bum putera students in universities over a certain period, to check
their noral decay and | acklustre performance, is nost tinely.

The situation nust be real bad for the Prime Mnister to make such a
move. It mnmust certainly be the straw that broke the canmel's back. Say what
you like - drastic or otherwise - it has got to be done to arrest the rot
that was setting in anong sone students engagi ng thenselves in
unproductive activities that are not related to their studies. It canme as
no surprise that they do not excel in their studies.

Sad to say, the Malays in general will never learn. W are nade too
confortable in life, thus we assunme and take all things for granted.

I nst ead of studying, some of the students becane arrogant, sonme even hol d
the Governnment - their sponsors - to ransom by maki ng unreasonabl e denands
and at tinmes openly declaring support for the Qpposition. The students
certainly got their priorities wong.

Students' mission is to study hard and acquire as nuch know edge as
possi bl e. They shoul d not betray the trust placed on themby their parents
and t he nation.

Mal ay students should be intelligent and mature enough to acknow edge
the special privileges accorded to themby the Governnment - |ower entry
poi nt and financial assistance to pursue their studies. They nust at al
times realise these privileges are not their absolute right. If abused,
they coul d be withdrawn.

| medi at e steps should be taken to disnmiss students involved in these
"unheal thy" activities. They certainly have no business to be in
uni versities.

Mal ay students noww Il find it very conpetitive to join the
universities as the yardstick woul d be "good is not good when better is
expected"” (Thormas Ful ler).

To the Prime Mnister, permit nme to say, you appeared in no conprom sing
mood when interviewed on television a few nights ago regarding this matter
- neritocracy. No one in their right frame of mind would blame you for
feeling so disgusted and dejected over the whole matter. You nust have
felt you have been cheated and betrayed by the students.

Datuk Seri, you got a job to do. Sonetinmes you have got to be cruel to
be kind. Do not spare the rod. G ve thema dose of your mnedicine

In your 20 years as Prinme Mnister you have brought Ml aysia to great
hei ghts with your nunerous feats in terns of devel opnent, econony and
security. Leaders all over the world acknow edge your outstandi ng
| eader shi p.

You gave your best in whatever you do. You placed the interest of the
nati on and people irrespective of their race or creed cl osest to your
heart. You cared for their wellbeing. It's inpossible to pl ease everybody.
If there are any shortcomings, it is only natural. After all, you are
human.

Backl ash? I gnore them Your political foes - the "nuch a-do about
not hi ng" group - have done nothing other than criticise and enbark on a
hat e canpai gn agai nst you. They are envious of your successes. Only their
ego prevented themfromsubmitting to facts and reality. They can bl uff
peopl e sonetime but not all the tine.



| believe you, too, advocate this philosophy, "If the end brings nme out
all right, what is said against me won't anount to anything. If the end
brings ne out wong, 10 angels swearing | was right woul d make no
di fference” (AbrahamLincoln).

I have in no way deviated fromthe original subject on neritocracy when
| started to praise the Prine Mnister at the later part. It's rel evant.
Most inportantly, what have we all, especially the Malays, |earned from
this epi sode? "Never kill the goose that |ays the gol den eggs."



	Don't spare the rod with this kind of students (NST 10/08/2001)

