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JOHOR BAHARU, June 15 (Bernama) -- Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad rem nded party nmenbers that they should not vie for
positions in Umo for personal interests.

He said people were not renenbered or appreciated because of their
position but because of their contributions and deeds.

"A menber need not hold any post to contribute to the party,” he said
in his nessage in the souvenir book in conjunction with the Johor Umo
Convention, here tonorrow.

Dr Mahathir, who is also prine mnister, said as a party that had
succeeded in uniting the Malays to fight for independence, Umo shoul d not
be bogged down by issues that could affect its image.

He called on nenbers to return to the original struggles of the party
to chanpi on the cause of religion, race and country, adding that they
needed to strengthen the resilience of the Malays so that they woul d not
succunmb to the colonisation of the mnd, culture and econony from abroad.

Dr Mahathir al so touched on noney politics which he said could becone
"cancerous" that could destroy the party into oblivion

"Thi s di sease nust be prevented and treated effectively. Let's not sel
our soul, soon we would lose our dignity and country,” he said.

He said in line with the increase in nmenbership, which was expected to
reach three mllion, Umo nust prove to every Malay that it was the best
platformto chanpion their cause

Dr Mahat hir hoped Johor, which was the birth place of Umo, would be
able to continue its role in contributing to the strength of the party as
had been proven all this while.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, who will
officially open the Johor Umo Convention tonmorrow night, said in his
message that after having succeeded in nmanagi ng the agenda for the Ml ay
soci o-econom ¢ and political development, it was nowtime for Umo to
continue the struggles to uplift the dignity of the Ml ays.

About 400 del egates and observers from 20 Umo divisions in Johor wll
participate in the tw-day annual convention held as a prelude to the Umo
general assenbly.
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