07/ 04/ 2001
Don't interfere, diplomats told

R Sittanmparam
KUALA KLAWANG, Fri. - The CGovernnent has the right to ask di pl omats who
meddl e in the country's internal affairs and politics to | eave.

Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatimsaid
di pl omats who take part in activities that jeopardi se the cal mand
tranquility of this country, should | eave if requested by the Governnent.

"Many countries in the Caribbean, South Anerica and Chi na have resorted
to this action but Malaysia, in keeping with its allegiance to the Geneva
Convention, has so far taken the | eni ent approach

"But if need be, the Governnent will not hesitate to take a harsh stand
inthis matter to serve as a warning to diplomats,"” Rais said after
openi ng the Parent-Teacher Association neeting of Sekol ah Rendah Undang
Jel ebu t oday.

Yesterday, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad advi sed foreign
CGovernnents especially Asean nmenbers, not to interfere in Malaysia's
donestic affairs.

He had asked the Governnents to instead be sensitive to the feelings of
Mal aysi ans. Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on the presence of
officials fromsone foreign enbassi es and hi gh comm ssions at a briefing
organi sed by Parti Keadil an Nasi onal on Sunday, apparently held to brief
them on Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s state of health.

Representatives fromthe missions of Australia, Britain, Canada, France,
| ndonesi a, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, Holland, the United States, Germany
and New Zeal and attended the briefing.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar had said the briefing had
political connotations and was part of Keadilan's political struggle.

Rais said if it could be proven that the diplomats had, over a period of
time, taken liberty to participate in some of the political activities or
to physically or financially support the party, their actions could be
construed as being security risks.

"Normal Iy di plomats, especially those from Asean countries, are
sensitive about such matters. For instance, our coll eagues from Si ngapore
woul d not come and attend a neeting of the DAP or Pas, because the
Governnent in power is the Barisan Nasional.

"Neither would a political representative or diplonmat fromoutside would
go to Singapore, for instance, to attend a non-PAP function. W understand
that this has never happened.

"But the fact that it has happened in Kuala Lunmpur ... | rnust say this
i s a uni que devel oprent . "

Rai s said the Government would like to send a strong signal to countries
that overtly showed support for the Qpposition, that their diplomats were
staying in this country at the pleasure of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong. "Or
they woul d very soon becone persona non grata."

"Firstly, the diplomats cannot take part in the deliberations of the
political parties so as to show active participation.

"If they come nmerely to listen to a speech, this is a different natter
conpared to a cl andestine neeting or briefing.

"It is rather unfortunate that the diplomats concerned were not
sensitive about this."

Rais said the di plomats should refrain fromtaking part in the neeting
in the manner that had been reported.

"I'n this case, | believe they (the diplomats) do not have to be chased



out just like that. They shoul d be quizzed why they were keen to be part
of the dubi ous neeti ng.

"However, | nust enphasise here it is not wong for a diplomat to be
invited to listen to a speech by any political party so long as he or she
does not take an active part in it or show a prejudiced stand."

Rais also said it was not wong for political parties to invite
di plomats to attend their functions.

"However, if the invitation is ained at wi nning synpathy or to seek
out si de assistance to create a rift within society or to cause the
downfal |l of the Governnent, then this is wong."
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