23 JUN 2001
MCA- Mahat hi r
DON' T DRAG PM | NTO CONTROVERSY, SAYS CHAN

KUALA LUMPUR, June 23 (Bernamm) -- MCA | eaders should not drag the
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir into the controversial takeover of
Nanyang Press Hol di ngs Bhd by the party's investnment arm Huaren Hol di ngs
Sdn Bhd.

Party vice president Datuk Chan Kong Choy said Dr Mahathir had nmade it
cl ear yesterday that he never directed MCA to take over Nanyang Press and
thus should be left out of the issue.

"This is a big controversy involving the Ml aysi an Chi nese conmunity
and | don't think it is fair to drag himinto this,” he told a press
conference here today.

The purchase of Nanyang Press, which publishes the Nanyang Si ang Pau
and Chi na Press vernacul ar newspapers, by Huaren Hol di ngs has sparked off a
controversy with certain segnents of the Chinese conmunity opposing the
deal

Chan al ongsi de MCA deputy president Datuk Lim Ah Lek and fell ow vice
president and Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng have made known their
objection to the takeover.

Asked if the group opposing the deal had nmet Dr Mahathir over the
i ssue, he said: "W will always get his advice on matters and al so provide
f eedback on the comunity whenever necessary.”

He al |l eged that MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik had on
numer ous occasi ons used Dr Mahathir's nane to convince MCA nenbers to
accept the transaction.

"The president had used the PMs nane and we say that Dr Mahathir
shoul d not be dragged into the issue,” Chan said.

The MCA hol ds an extraordi nary general neeting tonmorrow for nmenbers to
vote whether the party should go for the deal and keep the 72.35 per cent
stake it had purchased i n Nanyang Press.

Chan said | eaders of the pro-take-over and opposing groups net party
secretary general Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh yesterday and agreed that six
speakers from each side be allowed to debate the issue.

They had al so agreed to bar observers fromtonorrow s EGMV and
unani nously deci ded that del egates deci de by secret ballot.

"Secret balloting would solve a | ot of practical problens as del egates
can decide on the issue without any interference,” Chan added.
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