15/ 03/ 2001

DPM Mre than one person identified for Puteri Umo head post

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Mdre than one person has been identified as the
possi bl e candi date for the Puteri Umo head post, said Umo deputy
presi dent Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badaw .

"There are some nanmes ... one ... two ..., well a few names have been
suggested and we will forward it to the party president (Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad) for his approval

"The final say lies with Dr Mahathir and we will accept his decision. |
cannot reveal nore details on the proposed candi dates."

Abdul | ah, who is also the Deputy Prime Mnister, said this during a
Press conference after chairing the party's nmanagenent and di sciplinary
commttee neeting at the party headquarters today.

During the suprene council neeting | ast Friday, the party had deci ded
that the age limt for the head of Puteri Umo would be 40 while the
nmovenent's nmenbers rmust not be nore than 35 years ol d.

Dr Mahathir, when asked if this nmeant the often-touted suprene counci
menber Azalina Ghman Said, 37, woul d be nade head of the novenent's pro-
temconmittee, said: "W don't know that yet, but this would be the
principle which we would follow"

The establishnent of Puteri Umo was announced by the suprene council on
Feb 10. On Feb 22, the council decided that the novenent's pro-tem
comm ttee woul d be made up of 20 representatives, seven to be appoi nted by
the council and the rest by the party's State |iaison commttees.

Abdul | ah said Puteri Umo was anong the issues di scussed during the
meet i ng today.

He declined to comment when asked if the nanmes suggested conprised the
party's supreme council nmenber or a Wanita Umo executive council nenber.

Apart from Azal i na, another possible candidate could likely be the only
Wani ta Umo executive council nenber who is bel ow 40, Datin Suhanie
Der aman.

On the nanmes to be subnmitted by the State |iaison conmittee to sit as
comm ttee nmenbers in Puteri Umo, Abdullah said the process was on-
goi ng. "W woul d accept whoever is suggested by the State |iaison
commttees."

Abdul | ah said the neeting al so di scussed the branch neetings being held
thi s nonth.

"We have received several conplaints on msconduct during the nmeetings
i ncl udi ng about menbers who have paid their nenbership fee but denied
entry to the neeting

"Al'l these conplaints would be subnmitted to the party's recently forned
di sci plinary board."

( END)
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