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DPM No need for re-election

Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - There will be no fresh elections in divisions where
the chiefs elected by the del egates are found guilty of practising noney
politics, Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said

t oday.

Abdul | ah said there was no need for a re-election if the nunber of
menbers involved in noney politics in a particular division was small

He said this was decided by the Umo nanagenent and disciplinary
conmi ttee which held a two-hour neeting at the party headquarters.

Abdul I ah, who is committee chairnman said in such cases where the
division chief is suspended, his deputy will be appointed as the acting
head, until the next division election.

"The division neeting will not be affected," he added.

But, Abdullah said a re-election will only be ordered in cases such as
where representatives of a branch are found to be involved i n noney
politics in which their votes had influenced the outcone.

He said in such cases, there would be a very close fight in which the
maj ority between the candidates is very slim

On the suprene council's decision on Monday to report nenbers found
guilty of practising noney politics to the Anti-Corruption Agency,
Abdul l ah said it reflected the party's seriousness in fighting noney
poitics.

"All this while, we did not want to involve Governnent agencies in party
matters. But now, we have to do so to restore the nenbers' confidence in
Umo. Party | eaders have given nunerous advice to nmenbers not to be
i nvolved in noney politics, but it is still happening and we have to put a
stopto it.”

Abdul | ah sai d al though the party's image could be tarnished if sone
menbers were found guilty by the ACA, at least it would show the party's
seriousness.

"It shows we are willing to take action agai nst anyone wi t hout
consi dering whether they are ordinary menbers or hol di ng i nport ant
positions in the party.

"What is inportant is to resuscitate the party's inmage fromthis group
of peopl e who are not bothered about the party and carry out activities
whi ch could be ternmed as betraying and enbarrassing the party.”

Abdul | ah al so said a gathering invol ving around 2,000 veteran party
menbers will be held in Putra Wrld Trade Centre on May 11, in conjunction
with the party's 55th anniversary.

During the event, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad is
expected to address the veteran nenbers and have a di al ogue session wth
t hem

Abdul I ah was al so asked on the statenent by Jel utong Umo chief Datuk
Abdul Rashid Ismail that he will meet Abdullah regarding the indefinite
post ponenent of the division neeting which was schedul ed for this Sunday.

"Anyone is free to neet me and we can di scuss the issue," said Abdull ah.

Abdul Rashid said the postponenent was to iron out a few matters
pertaining to conplaints fromeight Umo branches under the division.
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