02/ 10/ 2001

DPM Hurman devel opnent mai n ai mof Gover nnment

SUBANG, Mon. - The CGovernnent is constantly inplenenting plans to provide
the right environnent and infrastructure for overall devel opnent, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi sai d today.

He said the Governnent was very focused on the issue.

"Human devel opnment is the final aimof all devel opments pl anned by the
Governnent because that is the nost inportant thing," he said.

Speaking at the World Habitat Day 2001 cel ebrations at the Lenmbah Subang
public housing project site, he said physical devel opnent contributed to a
better living environnment for the people.

He said the devel opnent programmes, plans and projects by the Governnent
were aimed at pronoting human devel opnent.

Lenbah Subang is a governnment housi ng schene where nore than 3,000 units
of low cost flats have been built to accommpdate the needy, particularly
squatters, from Sel angor.

Urgi ng the people to appreciate the good |iving environnment provided by
the Governnent, he said they should take responsibility for facilities
made avail able to them

"W must avoi d vandalismand the residents here nust ensure that the
facilities are not damaged by anyone, " Abdul |l ah sai d.

Al so present during the cel ebrations thened "Squatter Free Town", were
Housi ng and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, his deputy
Senator Datuk M Kavyeas and Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhamad
Khir Toyo.

At a Press conference later, Abdullah, who is also the Home M nister,
said that the Governnent had no plans to ban Ml aysi ans from pursui ng
their studies in Pakistan.

"We have no such plans and have never inposed such restrictions, but
parents must be w se enough to choose what is good for their children,” he
sai d when asked if the Governnent woul d prevent Ml aysians from studyi ng
in Pakistan in the wake of reports about strong terrorist influence in
that country.

He said parents should be nore responsible in choosing the right
institutions and not just send their children there just because sone
madr asah provi ded free teaching.

"Actions as such mght ruin the child' s future and they nust be very
careful about this," he said.

On regional counter-terrorismefforts, Abdullah said Asean nmenber
countries have nmai ntai ned cl ose co-operation on the matter with constant
exchange of infornmation on suspected terrorists.

Abdul | ah said the Saudi Arabian Governnment was al so very supportive of
the idea nooted by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad for a
Uni ted Nations World Conference on Terrorism

"They are very supportive of the idea," said Abdullah who just returned
froma working visit to Saudi Arabi a.
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