20/ 07/ 2001

DPM Counter sl owdown effects

KOTA Kl NABALU, Thurs. - Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi said all ministries have been directed to fornmulate neasures to
cushi on the negative effects of the Singapore econom ¢ sl owdown.

He said the directive was given by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the weekly Cabi net neeting yesterday, in view that Singapore
was one of Mal aysia's main tradi ng partners.

Speaki ng at a gathering of Chinese conmunity | eaders here, Abdullah said
the nministries had been asked to i nformdepartnents and agenci es under
t hem

He assured the business conmmunity that the Government had the ability to
ward of f any problemarising fromthe econom c downturn in Singapore.

"W have a forward-1ooking governnment that is prepared to face any
eventuality," Abdull ah said.

He call ed on the people, particularly the business comunity and the
private sector, to support the Governnent in dealing with el ements
t hreat eni ng t he econony.
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