26/ 04/ 2001
Dr Mon a two-day working visit to Duba

Ashraf Abdul | ah i n Duba

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad arrives here today for a
two-day working visit to strengthen bilateral relations wth Duba
specifically, and the United Arab Emirates, generally.

Dr Mahathir's busy schedul e begins at 12.30pm (4. 30pm Mal aysi an ti ne)
when he delivers his keynote address entitled "Meeting the Chall enges of
the 21st Century: The Role of Miuslim Nations" at the Emrates
I nternati onal Forum which conprises prom nent corporate and busi ness
| eaders.

Dr Mahathir is the only guest to speak at the forum which will be
foll owed by a questi on-and-answer session.

Later in the evening, the Prime Mnister will visit the Dubai I|nternet
City situated inside the Dubai Technol ogy, El ectronic Comrerce and Medi a
Aut hority Free Zone.

The DIC ains to create a clustered econony that conprises software
devel opers, nmultinedi a busi nesses, tel ecommunicati on conpani es, renpte
service providers, |ogistic conpanies, venture capitalists and educators
inasingle area. It is also to be a catal yst of these conpani es pronoting
their business in the region.

The DI C of fers ready-to-operate, nodern and fully serviced office spaces
that cater to the specific needs of the New Economny conpani es.

The DI C all ows 100 per cent foreign ownership of conpanies. The | aws
related to partnerships with | ocal sponsors have been rel axed. Conpani es
can al so take up land on a renewabl e | ease of up to 50 years and build
their own of fices.

The Dubai Government clains that the DICis second to none. Sun
M crosystens provided the server platfornms, iPlanet has provided the
software, Lucent the cabling and C sco the active conponents. Siemens is
the integrator.

It is the biggest IT built in the Mddle East and has the | argest
generation Internet protocol tel ephone systemin the world.

Dr Mahathir will also witness the signing of a Menmorandum of
Under st andi ng between the DI C and the Mil tinedi a Devel opnent Cor poration
as well as an agreenent between AirportXChange Sdn Bhd wi t h Dubai
I nternational Airport and DI C

The Prime Mnister will nmeet Mnister of G| and M neral Resources,
Qbein Saif Al-Nassiri, before having dinner with about 200 Mal aysi ans
resi ding in Dubai
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