29 JULY 2001
Koh- Acti on
DR KOH PROPCSES AFFI RVATI VE ACTI ON BASED ON NEED AND MERI T

PETALI NG JAYA, July 29 (Bernamm) -- Gerakan vice-president Tan Sri Dr
Koh Tsu Koon today suggested that current affirmati ve action based on race
nmust be changed to that on need and nerit.

He said those who work hard should be rewarded so that they woul d work
harder but at the sane tinme the poor, the backward and the handi capped
shoul d al so be hel ped irrespective of their races.

The country needs neritocracy to face an increasingly conmpetitive and
hostile world especially with the inplenentation of Wrld Trade
Organi sation (WO and Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA) regul ati ons whi ch woul d
open up trade barriers between countries, he said when speaking at the
Sel angor GCer akan del egates’ conference here.

"This is because we need a growi ng econom c cake so that all the races
wi |l always have a bigger share and will not fight anbng ourselves to take
ot her people's shares,” he said.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Koh, who is Penang Chief Mnister, said
the meritocracy proposal was not sonething new as it was proposed by the
party 12 years ago.

"W al so brought the proposal to the First National Economc
Consul tative Council and was accepted in principle as part of the Vision
2020 objectives but was never inplenented,” he said.

Dr Koh said the Gerakan's proposal was not |ike the col d-bl ooded
meritocracy practised in certain countries which only supported high
achi evers and negl ected ot hers.

In responding to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s call
to inplement nmeritocracy in student intake to public universities, he said
university entries based on nerit did not nmean the needy would be left out.

"It will take into account a lot of other things |ike the academc
achi evenents, famly background, study interest and not just based on race
al one, " he said.

He said the party would again bring up the proposed changes to the
federal governnent but gave not deadline for it.

Dr Mahathir had on Friday expressed frustration over poor academ c
results by majority of Malay students despite favoured treatnent and had
threatened to renove privileges if they do not buck up
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