26/ 09/ 2001

Dr Mawaits reply fromBlair on proposal

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Malaysia is pushing for an international conference on
terrorismto devise a long-termsolution by |ooking into and sol ving the
root causes.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said he wote to his
British counterpart Tony Blair recently about this, and was awaiting a
reply.

He added that Mal aysi a wanted an i nternational conference which would
define the concept of terrorists and decide on gl obal action.

"I't should al so include State-sponsored terrorism" he said at a Press
conference at his office today.

Dr Mahathir said he wote to Blair when he cancelled his trip to Britain
on Sept 11, following the terrorist attacks on the United States. Blair
had replied, asking for Malaysia's support for action to hunt down the
terrorists.

The Prime Mnister said he wote back to Blair, saying that Ml aysi a was
against terrorismbut wanted an indepth ook into the causes of terrorism
and early preventive action. For instance, he said Ml aysia had wanted an
observer teamto be sent to Pal estine to prevent viol ence but was opposed
by Israel and the US

Dr Mahat hir added that Ml aysia m ght nake a formal recomrendation to
the United Nations for a conference, but believed that this m ght not be
an appropriate tinme as the focus was now on hunting down the terrorists.

He al so said terrorismcannot be effectively fought by mlitary neans
because the eneny was invisible, and a nlitant reaction would only | ead
to a prol onged struggl e.

He said Mal aysi a supported the US efforts to hunt down the terrorists
and was willing to furnish any information it had, but will not surrender
its nationals to any foreign nation.

He said if Ml aysians were invol ved, then the country had its own | aws.
They coul d be held under the Internal Security Act or charged in court if
they had comritted crines which could be proven, |ike robbery and mnurder
Forei gners, he said, could be extradited if Ml aysia had an extradition
agreement with the requesting country.

Dr Mahathir said there was no proof terrorists kept funds in Malaysia to
finance their activities.
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